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The question was then taken on the amendment 
proposed by Mr. Benton, and it was rejected, as 
follows: 

yeas—Messrs. Baldwin, Benton, Chase, Clarke, Davis 
of Massachusetts, Dayton, Dodge of Wisconsin, Greene. 
"Jee Hamlin, Miller, Phelps, Seward, Smith, Upham, and 


\ jker—16. . 
Wa ys—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Barnwell, Bell, Ber- 


rien, Bradbury, Bright, Butler, Clay, Cooper, Davis of 
\ cissippi, Dawson, Dickinson, Dodge of Lowa, Douglas, 
powns, Feich, Foote, Houston, Hunter, Jones, King, Man- 
gum, Mason, Morton, Norris, Pearce, Pratt, Rusk, Shields, 
sulé, Spruance, Sturgeon, Turney, Underwood, Wales, 
Whitcomb, and Y ulee—38. 

Mr. BENTON then moved to amend the amend- 
ment by adding thereto as follows: 

« Provided, That the said commissioners, in agreeing upon 
the rue line between the territory of the United States and 
the State Of Texas, shall only agree upon such line as shall 
be. in their Opinion, the true and legitimate boundary of the 
Siate of Texas.’” 

Mr. MASON said that he had prepared an 
amendment which was somewhat similar to, but 
which he preferred to that of the Senator from 
Missouri. ‘The amendment was read, ahd was as 
follows: Strike out all of the amendment of Mr. 
Baappory,after the word ** Texas,’’ where it first 
oceurs, and insert, “upon the western boundary 
of the State of Texas, as it was when she was ad- 
mitted as a State into the Union.” 

Mr. BENTON withdrew his amendment, and 

Mr. MASON submitted his, as above. 

Mr. M. then addressed the Senate in support of 
his amendment for some time, when he gave way 


lo 

Mr. TURNEY, who moved that the Senate ad- 
journ. 

" Mr. CLAY called for the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered, and being taken, the motion was re- 
jected by the following vote: 

Y£A8—Messrs, Atchison, Baldwin, Barnwell, Benton, 
Berrien, Butler, Chase, Clarke, Davis of Massachuseits, 
Davis of Mississippi, Daytou, Dodge of Wisconsin, Greene, 
Hale, Hamlin, Hunter, Mason, Miller, Morton, Phelps, Se- 
ward, Smith, Soulé, ‘Turney, Upham, and Yulee—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Badger, Bradbury, Cass, Clay, Dawson, 
Dickinson, Dodge of Lowa, Douglas, Downs, Feich, Foote, 
Houston, Jones, King, Mangum, Norris, Pearce, Pratt, Rusk, 
Shields, Spruance, Sturgeon, Underwood, Wales, Walker, 
aud Whitcomb—26. 

Mr. MASON then concluded his remarks in 
support of his amendment. 

Mr. DAYTON suggested that the amendment 
would be more acceptable if it read the ** western 
and northern boundaries,” &c. 

Mr. MASON so modified his amendment. 

The debate was further continued upon the title 
of Texas and the effect of the amendment, b 
Messrs. HAMLIN, BRADBURY, and RUSK. 

Mr. YULEE moved that the Senate adjourn, 
but withdrew the motion at the request of 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, who alluded to 
the apparent intention of the majority to force a 
vote upon the bill; and to the fact, that this being 
4 great measure of compromise and harmony, it 
should not be pressed to a vote while two States 
were but half represented on the floor. The vacan- 
cies from those States would be filled in a few 
days, and then a fair vote could be had. 

Mr. FOOTE replied, and spoke of his being in- 
formed that the two Sengtors who had gone into 
the Cabinet, and who stood upon this bill opposed 
to each other, had paired off. 

Mr. CHASE said that he did not understand 
the late Senator from Ohio as having paired off. 

Mr. CLAY alluded to the fact that it would be 
Some time before the vacancies could be filled. 
The vote of the Senator from Massachusetts had 
been lost to the bill. Another'friend of the bill 
was absent; but they could not wait forhim. If 
are was delayed, others perhaps would be 

Mr, YULEE renewed his motion to adjourn, 
and the question being taken, it was decided in 
the negative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Baldwin, Barnwell, Berrien 
Chase, Clathe, Davis of ocean Davis of 


Mississippi, 


Cass, Clay, 


van 
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Downs, Felch, Foote, Houston, Jones, King, Mangum, 
Norris, Pearce, Pratt, Rusk, Shields, Sturgeon, Underwood, 
Wales, Walker, and Whitcomh—27. 

Mr. MASON modified his amendment so as 


that the words to be inserted would read, ‘* to ran 


the western and northern boundaries of the State || 


of Texas.”’ 

And the question being taken, the amendment 
was rejected, as follows: 

YEAS-—Mesers. Baldwin, Barnwell, Benton, Butler, 
Chase, Clarke, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of Migsis- 
sippi, Dayton, Dodge of Wisconsin, Greene, Hale, Hamlin, 
Hunter, Mason, Miller, Morton, Sebastian, Seward, Smith, 
Sonlé, Turney, Upham, Walker, and Yulee—25. 

NAYS—Meesrs. Atchison, Badger, Berrien, Bradbury, 





|| been seeking an opportunity for a considerable 
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time to introduce this measure, and should objee- 
| tion be now urged, I know not when an opportu- 


Bright, Cass, Clay, Cooper, Dawson, Dickinson, Dodge of 
2 , | 


Iowa, Douglas, Downs, Felch, Foote, Houston, Jones, King, 


Mangum, Norris, Pearce, Pratt, Rusk, Shields, Spruance, 


Sturgeon, Underwood, Wales, and Whitecomb—2%. 


Mr. RUSK proposed to add to the amendment | 


that the said State of Texas is hereby declared 


entitled to all the rights she had in and to the ter- | 
ritory east of the Rio Grand, which she had, or | 
which she may have had, at any time, since the | 


ratification of the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. 


Mr. BENTON spoke of this bill being a com- | 


promise, a measure of peace, a measure to restore | 


fraternal feelings throughout the country. 


It ap- | 


peared as if it was to be a forced measure—a | 
measure to force people to love and embrace one | 


another—a*species of forced generosity. 
Mr. TURNEY moved that the Senate adjourn, 
Mr. CLAY called for the yeas and nays, and the 
motion was decided in the affirmative, as follows: 


YVEAS—Messrs. Baldwin, Barnwell, Benton, Berrien, 
Butler, Chase, Clarke, Clemens, Davis of Massachusetts, 
Davis of Mississippi, Dayton, Dodge of Wisconsin, Greene, 
Hale, Hamlin, Hunter, Mason, Miller, Morton, Phelps, Se- 


nity will be likely to occur. 


In addition to my own knowledge of the import- 


ance of the change contemplated by this bill, in 
the time of holding the District Court of the United 
States for the eastern district of Tennessee, I will 
say to the Flouse that I have received a numberof 
letters upon the subject, from gentlemen in my 
district, who are more or less interested in this 
matter. 
sought because the time now fixed by law for the 


1 will merely state, that the change is 


holding of this court at Knoxville, in East Ten- 
nessee, is so near the time fixed for holding the 
court at Jackson, in West Tennessee, that it is 
impossible for the judge to attend at both places; 
and as Jackson is more convenient to him than 
Knoxville, he generally goes there from Nashville, 
and thus East Tennessee is deprived entirely of 
all the benefit that would accrue to her people 
from having the United States court held regu- 
larly at Knoxville, as the law contemplated. [ 
have fixed the time on the first Monday in May in 
each year, because I learn that the court is he'd at 
Nashville on the first Monday in March, the time 
suggested by most of those who have written me 
on the subject as the most suitable time for hold- 
ing the court at Knoxville. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, moved the re- 
ference of the bill to the Judiciary Committee, and 
said, he had no desire to place himself in opposition 
to the request of his colleague; but, having received 


| no instractions on the subject, and not being in- 


bastian, Seward, Smith, Soulé, Turney, Underwood, Up- 
| 


ham, and Yulee—28. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Bradbury, Bright, Cass, Clay, 
Dawson, Dickinson, Dodge of lowa, Douglas, Downs, Felch, 
Foote, Houston, Jones, King, Mangum, Norris, Pratt, Rusk, 
Shields, Spruance, Sturgeon, Wales, Walker, and Whit 
comb—25. 


And the Senate at five o’clock adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fra, July 26, 1850. 
The Journal was read. 


Mr. MILLSON said, from the reading of the | 
Journal it appeared that the petition of Mr. Baury, | 


of Boston, from which the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims was, on his motion, discharged, 
was ordered to lie on the table. His motion was, 
that the petition be referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions. He hoped the Journal 
would be corrected accordingly. 

The Journal, as amended, was approved. 
EXPENDITURES IN DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, asked leave to offer a 
resolution, which, he said, had been adopted by the 
Senate, and to which he trusted no objection would 


be made, as it would be found necessary for the | 


information of all the members of the House pre- 


vious to action which they would be called upon | 


to take. 


lows: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be request- 
ed tocommunicate to this House the amount of money paid 


formed that, while it accommodated the people of 
lower East Tennessee, it would not discommode the 
people of upper East Tennessee, he thought the 
proper course would be to refer the bill to the Ju- 
diciary Committee, by whom it would be prompt- 


| ly considered, and, if proper, oa reported 


back. In the mean time, the House would be 
enabled to ascertain the facts, and be prepared to 
act understandingly. 

Mr. ANDERSON (resuming) said: [ hope my 
colleague will permit the bill to pass without the 
reference which he suggests, as itis now very late in 
the session. The business of the House is very far 
behind hand, and it may not be in the power of 
the House to act upon this bill at any fuidire time. 


| It involves no principle except that of convenience 


to the people of East Tennessee and the judge of 
the district court; and if it should so turn oat that 


‘some other day will suit better than the one I 


|| have fixed upon in the bill, that amendment or 


| 


1 


in each year since 1790, out of the Treasury of the United | 


States, to be expended jn the District of Columbia, designa- 
ting the amount expended in the city of Washington from 
the amount expended in other parts of said District; desig- 
nating, also, the amounts expended for public buildings, and 
stating what buildings; the amount for public grounds, for 
streets, roads, bridges, and canals; also the amount ex- 

ended for books, maps, paintings, and statuary, respective- 


'y; and the amounts for miscéllaneous objects not herein | 


specified. 

No objection being made, 

The resolution was received; and, the question 
being taken, was adopted. 

COURTS IN TENNESSEE. 

Mr. ANDERSON, by the unanimous consent 
of the House, introduced a bill to change the time 
of holding the District Court of the United States 
for the eastern division of the State of Tennessee; 
which was read a first and second time by its title. 

Mr. A. asked that the bill be put upon its passage. 

Mr. ANDERSON. said; Mc. Speaker, 1 have 


] 
i 
1} 
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1] 
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| laying the passage of the bill. 


change could be made in the Senate, without de- 
I trast my ¢ol- 
league will withdraw his motion to refer, and let 
the bill be put upon its passage. 

Mr. JOHNSON insisted on his motion. 

The question was taken, and the bill was re- 


ferred. 


Mr. CROWELL inquired what was the order 
of business? 
The SPEAKER replied, the consideration of 


The resolution was read for information, as fol- the report of the Committee on Agriculture, made 


yesterday; and stated that the motion pending 
was to refer the bill to the Committee of the Whois 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. CROWELL. Would it be competent for 
me to move the previous question ? 

The SPEAKER replied, that it would not, 
because the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. 
Brown] was entitled to the floor. 


HOMESTEADS. 


The bill to encourage agriculture and for other 
purposes, was then taken up. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, (who was entitled 
to the floor,) said: When arrested in the progress 
of my remarks yesterday, I was about to say that 
I approved of the main object of the bill rwpnries 
by the Committee on Agriculture, and which had 
been advocated with so much zeal snd abjlity*by 
the gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr. Jounson.j I 
was about to say that my judgment approved the 
policy of supplying, by some appropriate means, 
a home to every citizen. 
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Ours is essentially an agricultural community. 
The national prosperity of this country, more than 
any other, depends upon the production of its soil. 
Whinsces tends to increase that production, en- 
hances the national wealth, and, by consequence, 
increases the national prosperity. The first care of 
this nation should be to promote the happiness 
and prosperity of its citizens; and acting on this 
hypothesis, it has been my constant aim to pro- 
mote the passage of all laws which tended to ame- 
liorate the condition of the toiling millions. 

i have always thought, and now think, that 
some salutary reform in our land system, by which 
a fixed and permanent home should be placed 
within the reach of every citizen, however humble 
his condition in life, would promote the national 
prosperity, add to the wealth of the States, and 
give fresh impetua to the industry and perse- 
verance of our people. is 

Il repeat, sir, that lam for giving to every man 
in the United States a home—a spot of earth—a 


shall be his against the demands of all the world— 
a place where, in the full enjoyment of all his 
senses, and the full exercise of all his faculties, he 
may look upon the world, and with the proud con- 
sciousness of an American citizen, say, this is my 
home, the castle of my defence; here | am free 
from the world’s cold frowns, and exempt from 
the Shyleck demands of inexorable creditors. 
These, sir, are my sentiments, long entertained, 
and now honestly expressed; nor am I to be de- 
terred from their advocacy by any general out- 
ery. Call these sentiments Socialism, Fourierism, 
Freesoilism—call them what you please—say this 
is the doctrine of ‘‘ vote yourself a farm’’—say it 
is anti-rentism—say what you please,—it is the 
true doctrine; it embraces great principles, which, 
if successfully carried out, will lead us on to higher 
renown as a nation, add to the wealth of the sep- 
arate States, and do more for the substantial hap- 
piness of the great mass of our people than all your 
other legislation combined. 

Gongress has been in session nearly eight 
months, and what have you done?—what have you 
been trying todo? More than six months of that 
time has been experded in attacking and defend- 
ing the institution of slavery,—the North depre- 
ciating and trying to destroy the sixteen hundred 
millioas of dollars invested in this species of prop- 
erty; and the South, forgetting for a season her 
party differences, banding together for the defence 
of this vast interest. Sometimes the monotony of 
thia tedious drama has been relieved by a glance 
at other matters,—a member has appeared to ad- 
vocate the manufacturing interests, or possibly to 
put on feot some grand scheme of internal im- 
provement. .But, whatever has been said in all 
our discussions; or by whomsoever it has been 
said, “the upper ten” have been constantly in 
view. No one has thought it worth his while to 
take aceount of the wants of the millions who toil 
for bread. The merchants and the manufacturers, 
the mariners and the speculators, the professions 
and the men of fortune everywhere, have their 
advocates on this floor. I speak to-day for the 
honest, hard-fisted, warm-hearted toiling millions 
—! speak here, in the councils of this nation, as | 
speak in the midst of my constituents; and whilst 
I do not object to the consideration which you give 
to other interests and other pursuits, | stand up 
here tc demand even-handed justice fur the honest 
but humble cultivator of the soil. 

I cannot forget my allegiance—I know the men 
whose devotion sustains this Government—I know 
the men whose friendship sustains me against the 
attacks of slander and the malignity of the inter- 
ested few. For them I speak, and by no senseless 
cry of demagogism, wili | be turned from my 
purpose of vindicating their rights on this floor. 

Talk, sir, of your lordly manufacturers, your 
princely eeennette Fee professional gentry, and 
your smooth-tongued politicians. The patriousm 
of one simple-hearted, honest old farmer weuld 
outweigh them all; and, for private friendship, I 
had rether have the hearty good will of one of 
those plain old men than the hypocritical smiles 
of as many of your smooth-tongued, oily fellows 
as would Gil this Capitol from its dome to its buse. 

It is my fortune to represent a constituency in 
which is mingled wealth and poverty ;—whilst some 
are wealthy, and many more than a com- 

ney, there are many others on whom poverty 
as fixed his iron grasp. All, I hope, are patriotic. 
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| But, sir, if | were going to hunt for patriots who 


| whe would pour out their blood 
| who would think it no privation to lay down their | 
| lives in defence of their country, | would goamong 

| the poor, the ——- the preémptors, the hardy 
|| sons of toil. 

| triots everywhere, | know | should find them here. 
| Sir, in the great matter of legislation shall men 








could be trwted in every emaremeey) patriots 


hough | should expect to find pa- 


_ like these be neglected? I invoke gentlemen to 


| forget for a moment the loom and the furnace, the 
| storehouse, and the ships on the high seas, and go | 
|| with me to the houses of these people; listen to 


the story of their wrongs, and let us together do 


|| them justice. 


Men in affluent circumstances know but little 


| of the wants of other men, and, unfortunately, care 
| less for the miseries of the poor. Rocked in the cra- 
| dle of fortune from infancy to manhood, they do 
| not understand why it is that some men toil with 
pets all their lives, and die at last in penury, 
place on the surface of God’s broad earth which || 


et gentlemen picture to themselves a man reared 


fortune but his hands; see him going into the wild 
woods with a wife and a family of small children, 
there, by his unaided exertions, to rear his hum- 
ble dwelling, to clear the forest and make way for 


are over, returning to that humble dwelling to re- 
ceive the smiles of his wife and hear the merry 


| 
| 
| his planting. See him afier the toils of the day || 
| 


| prattle of his little children. 

| moves steadily and firmly on from day to day; 

| fancy to yourself his heart buoyant with hope as 
he marks the progress of his growing crop, and 

| pictures to himself the happiness of his wife and 
little children when he shall have gathered the re- 
ward of his summer’s toil, sold it, and with the 
proceeds secured this his humble home. 

Look, sir, at this scene; gaze on that sun-burnt 
patriot, for he is worthy of your admiration. Now 
go with me one step further, and behold the 
destruction of all these fairy visions, blighting 
seasons, low prices, disease, a bad trade, or some 
unforeseen disaster has overtaken him. 
of honest industry is gone—the time has come 
when Government demands her pay for this poor 
man’s home. 
ment, with a hard heart and inexorable will, turns 
coldly away, and the next week or the next month 


} 


' 
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His year | 


He is without money—Govern- | 


: : : : 7 1 
| in humble life, without education, and with no || 





Watch him as he || 
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My own scheme has been reduced to the form 


send it to the Clerk’s desk, that 
premising that | am wedded to no Special phin 
The object is a good one; it meets my cordi | 
approbation, and | shall most heartily unite ia 


it may be read— 


| any scheme which gives reasonable promise of 


success. 


I offer the paper which I hold in my hand as 8 
substitute for the original proposition, and ask 
that it may be included in the motion to print 

Mr. B.’s proposition was read. 

Strike out all after the enacting clause, and jp. 
sert as follows: . 


That the laws now in force, granting preémptio 
tual settlers on the public iandss shall Santini Last ae ‘ 
wise ordered by Congress, and that the same be extey i i 
to all the Territories of the United States. _ 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, ‘I'hat from and after th 

passage of this act, the rights of pre€aptors shall be : 
petuated: that is to say, persons acquiring the right of pr. 
emption shail retain the same without disturbance ‘a 
without payment of any kind to the United States but ‘ 

these conditions: First, The preémptor shaij not a 
alienate, or dispose of his or her right fora consideration’ 
and if be or she voluntarily abandons one preémption od 
claims another, no right shall be acquired ‘by such claim, 
until the claimant shall firs: have testified, under oath, pe. 
fore the register of the land office when the claim js pte. 
ferred, that he or she has voluntarily abandoned his or he, 
original preéiption, and that no consideration, reward o¢ 
payment of any kind has been received, or is expected, dj. 
rectly or indirectly, as an inducement for such abandon- 
ment; and any person who shail testify falsely in such case 
shail be deemed guilty of perjury. Second: Any person 


| claiming and holding the right of pre&mption to lands under 


she sells her land, and this man’s labor, his hum- | 


ble house and little fields, are gone. 
lator comes, and with an iron will, turns him and 
his family out of doors; and all this is the act of 
his own government—of a Government which has 
untold millions of acres of land. 


The specu- | 


i 


| 
| 
j 
} 


Now, Mr..|| 


Speaker, let me ask you, can this man lovea gov- i 


ernment that treats him thus? 


Never, sir, never. 


To do so, he should be more than man, and || 
scarcely less than God. Treatment like this would || 
have put out the fire of patriotism in Washington’s || 


this act, may be required by the State within which the 
same lies, to pay taxes thereon in the same manuer, and to 
the same extent, as if he or she owned the said land in {oe 
simple; and in case such Jands are sold for taxes, the pur- 
chaser shall acquire the right of preémption only, Thing: 
Absence of the preémptor and his family for six consecuyye 
months, shall be deemed an abandonment, and the fang 
shall, in such case, revert to the United States, and be syp- 
ject to the same disposition as other public lands. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That lands preémpted 
and the improvements thereon, shall not be subject to exe. 
cution sale, or other sale for debt; and all contracis made 
in reference thereto, intended in anywise to alienate the 
right, or to embarrass or disturb the preémptor in his or her 
occupancy, shall be absolutely null and void. 

Sec. 4, “nd be it further enacted, That the preémptor 
may, at any time, at his or her discretion, enter the lands 
preémpted, by paying therefor to the proper vufficer of the 
United States one dotlar and twenty-five cents per acre. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That in case of the pre- 
emptor’s death, if a married man, bis right shall survive to 
his widow and infant children, but the rights of the older 
children shal! cease as they respectively come of age, or 
when they reach the age cf twenty-one years ; in al) cases 
the right of preémption shall remain in the youngest child. 
And in case of the death of both father and mother, leaving 


| an infant child or children, the executor, adininistrator, or 


guardian, may at any time within twelve mouths alter such 
death, enter said preémpted lands in the name of said infant 
child or children, or the said preémption, together with the 
improvements on the lands, may be deemed property, aud 
as such, sold for the benefit of said infants, but for no ower 
purpse, and the purchaser may acquire the right of we 
deceased preémptor by such purchase. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, said, that the 


breast, and almost justified the treachery of Arnold. || subject embraced in this bill was one which was 
Instead of treating her citizens thus, | would || 


| have this Government interpose its strong arm to 


protect them from the iron grasp of the heartless 
| speculator. By doing so, you encourage industry, 
| promote happiness, develop the resources of the 
| soil, make better men and purer pairiots. In a 
| word, you perform a vast amount of good with- 
| out the possibility of doing harm. 


| mittee under circumstances which afforded an op- 
portunity for a critical examination, | am not 





tion. 

| 1 am disinclined to give to the settler an abso- 
lute title to lands. I am so, sir, because | would 
secure him in the possession of his home against 
his misfortunes, and even against his own improvi- 
dence. If he is an honest and industrious man, 
he should have a home where that honest heart 
could repose in peace, and where the hand of in- 
dustry could find employment. If he be dishonest, 
give him a home where, in the bosom of his family, 
he may hide his shame, and where they may find 
shelter from the frowns of a cruel world. If he is 
idle and worthless, give him a home where his 
wife and children may toil,and, by their example, 
bring him back to habits of honest industry. In 
any and in every event, give him a home, and se- 
cure him in the possession of that home, against 


| prepared to say that its details meet my approba- | 


all the contingencies of life and vicissitudes of 


fortane. When you have done this, rest satished 
that you have at least made a better man, and 
done something towards the general prosperity. 


| 
| 
| 


Not having seen the bill reported by the com- | 


| 


i 





entitled to the respectful consideration of the 
House, but he did not think that the House was 
now ready toconsider it. He believed the pend- 
ing motion was to refer the bill to the Commitice 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, 

The SPEAKER. Itis, 

Mr. STANTON. To get the subject out of the 
way, in order that the call of the committees for 
reports may be proceeded with, 1 move the pre- 
vious question, 

Mr. JONES, (to the Speaker.) Is not the pead- 
ing motion to refer, and to print? 

he SPEAKER. That is the motion. 

The demand for the previous question was sec- 
onded. 

And the main question was ordered to be now 


taken. 

Mr. HUBBARD desired to be informed by the 
Speaker whether it would now be in order 0 
move that the bill be made the special order for 4 
certain day. 

The SPEAKER said, the motion was not now 
in order. 

The question was then taken, and decided in 
the affirmative without a division. 

So the bill was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered to 
be printed. 

nd, b consent, the substitute amend- 
ment, which Mr, Brown, of Mississippi, had given 
notice of his intention to offer, was also ordered to 
be printed. ’ 
Mr. MORSE moved a reconsideration of the 
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——_—— an : 
vote by which the bill had been referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
.{ ordered to be printed. 
Mr. M. said, he had made the motion to recon- 
sider, in order that he might have an opportunity 
¢ gyomitting @ few remarks on this bill. He re- 
varded it as one of the most important measures 
that had ever been brought to the consideration of 
Congress, and while some threé or four speeches 
had been made in favor of taking the public lands 
of this Government for the purpose of making pen- 
sioners and voters, not a word on the other side of 
che question had yet been heard. 

He expressed a strong desire to see the cogent 
reasons put forth by the committee in favor of this 
monstrous system of corruption, by giving away 
the public property for the purpose of making 
; 3. 
oe single dollar for the payment of the just 
debs of the Government, felt no kind of hesitation 
about taking the public domain, and converting it 
into a great political machine for the manufacture 
of votes. And what reason waa there for this 
great display of liberality, when every citizen had 
the right of obtaining a homestead for a dollar and 
aquarteran acre? Thie new scheme might do well 
enough as long as the public lands last. We may 
zoonand bay men forthe consideration of one hun- 
dred and sixty acres. But what was to bedone when 
these public lands shall have been exhausted by 
this process? He declared his inability to understand 
this thing in any other light than that in which he 
bad presented it. It was a system of humbugging 
which he would always make a point of opposing. 
There was a little too mach of this going forward, 
in the name of the dear people, and professediy 
for their benefit. He was as much a friend of the 
people as any gentleman on this floor. But no 
man could shut bis eyes to the fact, that this is one 
of the grossest schemes for corrupting the people 
which had ever been devised. And he could not 
avoid expressing his regret to see even a distin- 
guished Senator acting in a manner so unworthy 
of hig station, as to lend his sanction to this scheme 
of giving away the public money out of the Treas- 
ury, by distributing the public lands, which is the 
same as giving money, without any consideration. 

The system under which we have for some 
time acted was a good one. We have reduced 
the price of the public lands to $1 25 the acre. 
He was willing to reduce the price sull lower, in 
order to give Son honest man an opportunity to 
ovtaina home. But he was not disposed to place 
the public lands in the possession of every anprin- 
cipled, loafing scoundrel who might choose to take 
them. Any man hasit in his power to obtain as 
much as he likes of these public lands at $1 25 the 
acre. And if it was deemed necessary to make 
the price still lower—and he admitted that there 
were lands in the State of Louisiana not worth 
twenty-five cents an acre—why, he was willing 
to reduce the price, and to go before his constitu- 
entson that vote. But he was opposed to this 
mode of giving away money out of the public 
Treasury. Any one who desires to obtain one 
hundred and sixty acres of these lands can obtain 
them at an easy rate. 

He reminded the House that the public lands had 
been pledged to pay the debts incurred in the pro- 
secution of the war with Mexico. The money was 
borrowed for the purpose of carrying on that war, 
and he was not disposed to give away the lands 
which were thus pledged. e have had ve 
twenty propositions here and in the other Hi 
to give away these lands for the benefit of the dear 
people, and for the benefit of his people among the 

rest. If there were honest men who desired to 
settle on the public lands, they should buy them, 
and no: come here in the attitude of beggars; and 
he assured such persons that they would never get 
any of these lands by his vote. 

hen the proposition was made here to contrib- 
Ute to the relief of the starving people of Ireland, 
he had felt himeelf comnpelial win great reluc- 
tance, to give his vote against the bill, because he 
believed that we were gent here to carry on the le- 
glumate business of the Governmen:, aud that we 
had no constitutional power to appropriate any of 
the public money to such an object. He adverted 
to other cases also, which had a strong claim on 
the sympathies of Congress, but which had been 
onecane by distinguished members on the same 


ground. 
He expressed a hope that the bill and the .mend- 
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Gentlemen who were never willing to || ma 
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| pone the bill until the 4th of March, 1851, he 


| exercise no further contro! ever it. 





A 


ment proposed by the gentleman from Mississippi _ 
{Mr. Brown] would be printed. The wrong of | 
the bill, in giving the fee simple of one hundred || 
and sixty acres of land to every citizen who was 
the head of a family, consisted in taking a certain 
amount out of the public Treasury. The property, 
once transferred to the settler, becomes subject to 
the debts of the individual. The Government can 











tleman from Louisiana [Mr. Mensa) 

the floor to the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. 
Husearp) for an explanation, and not for a 
apeech. 

| The SPEAKER. The point of order is well 
taken, and the Chair must sustain it, The Chair 
has repeatedly ruled, and does now, that where 
the floor is yielded for the purpose of explanation, 
it ig not in order to go inte any general remarks. 

Some conversation followed between Mesera. 
JONES, HUBBARD, and the SPEAKER. 

Mr. HUBBARD. Well, | hope that the House 
will give this subject such a direction, as thata 
fair investigation may be made into the best method 
of disposing of the public lands. 

Mr. MORSE took the floor, and moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider on the table; but yielded 


Out of our || 
great love and admiration for the dear people, we 
give them these lands; and, as soon as an individual 
under this law enters on the land he has selected | 
for cultivation, he becomes free to do as he pleases | 
with the property. 

The plan of the gentleman from Mississippi 
was constructed for the purpose of making voters, 
so fong as a man, or his son, or his son’s son, 
y remain a settler on the property. He is 
placed in the possession of the land, but he is not | 
the owner. He may incur debts, buat the land on | 
which he lives is not responsible for those debts, 
as it would be were he the bona fide owner. This | 

lan makes him a pensioner of the Government. || 

e may be a rascal and a swindler, or he may | 
turn out the real Simon Pure. 


to— 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, who said: Mr. 
Chairman, the gentleman from Louisiana, |Mr. 
Morse,] in the progress of hia remarks, was un- 
derstood by me to assume the ground that my 
proposition is unconstitutional. I did not, as you 
know, Mr. Speaker, undertake to explain, much 
less to vindicate that proposition. Its provisions 
In every view, he asked, if it was possible || are so few and so simple, that it may be well left 
that the House did not discover in this plan the || 0 speak its own vindication, even against the fu- 
most monstrous system of corruption that had || rious assault of the honorable gentleman, : 
ever been attempted since the commencement of | 1t proposes simply to perpetuate a law which 
our Government? He was not desirous of pro- 1 has stood for years on your statute book, an hon- 
tracting this debate; but he was desirons to make | orable monument to the wisdom and justice of 
some motion which would have the effect of put- | Congress. To-day, for the first time, it has been 
ting an end to it for the present. He proposed to |, discovered to be unconstitutional. The preémp- 
move that the further consideration of the bill be || ton law struggled ipto existence against the com- 
postponed to a certain day. If he moved to post- | bined opposition of many of the first minds in the 

country. it has received the repeated sanction of 
wished to ask of the Chair if that motion would || Congress, and to-day | know of no man from the 
be debatable ? | new States who desires its repeal, or who has the 

The SPEAKER. A motion to postpone the || boldness to avow such desire if he feels it. In- 
further consideration of the subject until the 3d of || stead of limiting the right of the preémptor to one 
March next, is not debatable | year or two years, | simply propose to perpet- 


Mr. MORSE. Will debate be in order if I move || vate that right, and this is the measure which the 
to postpone until the 6th of March? astute genieman from Louisiana says is uncon- 
The SPEAKER. That motion cannot be en- || stitutional. | shall not stop to vindicate the meas- 
tertained. | ure from such a charge. The Government has 
Mr. MORSE. 1 move to lay the motion to re- | full power to dispose of the public lands, and in the 
consider on the table. exercise of this power, st has from ume to Ume 
Mr. HUBBARD appealed to the gentleman | reduced the price, and in many husdred instances 
from Louisiana (Mr. Morse) to withdraw the mo- | given them away. ' 
on. I ask the honorable gentleman if the act by 
Mr. MORSE withdrew, for the purpose, hesaid, | which five hundred thousand acres of the public 
of allowing the gentleman from Alabama (Mr. || ands were given to the State of Louisiana, was 
Houssarp] to make an explanation. unconstitutional? Were the various acts giving 
Mr. HUBBARD remarked, that he was willing || landsto the States, Louisiana among the rest, for ed- 
to enter upon this discussion with the chairman of ucauonal purposes, unconstituuional ¢ Did the hon- 
the Committee of Ways and Means, and all of || orable gentleman violate the Consutution last year, 
those who opposed reducing and graduating those | When he vated to give to his own Dlate five mil- 
public lands, so as to do justice between citizen || lions of the public iands for works of internal im- 
and citizen. He, therefore, wished no vote taken || provement? Did we all violate the Consiituuon 
which would prevent a thorough investigation of | the other day, when we voted bounty lands to the 
the whole land system of the United States. || soldiers of the last war with Great britain end ail 
There was no part of the policy heretofore pur- || our Indian wars? Me ; 
ued by the Government in disposing of the pub- | No one knows better than the honora e gentle- 
ic lands which was wise and statesman-like, ex- || Man, that this Government has habitually given 
cept the policy of surveying them properly. | away the public lands—given them w the States 
The first method adopted was to sell them on | for internal-improvement purposes; given them to 
long credits, of five years; and then they were sold | establish colleges and primary schools; given taem 
at such enormous prices that payments were never | “© railroad and canal companies; given them to 
made—say $20, $40, $60, and in some cases $100 States and to souliess corporations, for aimost 
per acre were bid atthe sales. ‘These prices ruined || every conceivable purpose; and ail tng has vous 
the country, and never could be paid. The Gov- | done within the Constitution; but now, or, W hen 
ernment then was carried to the opposite extreme, || it is proposed Lo allow the humble citizen Te 
and fixed the price of the public lands all at one || 0M these lands, the gentleman Staris up as ough 
price: one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, as | he had just descenued from another wears oat 
well for the best rich bottom land,as for the poor- | startles us with # declaration that we are violating 
est wire-grass pine barrens. Was this just and || ‘he Constitution. tiled a 
upright? Was there a man here from any of the | !t has pleased the honorable member to denomi- 
older States who would pretend that it was just? | Dale this asa villainous measure; and with great 
You all know (said Mr. ff) that it is not. Then, || emphasis he declares, that its een. are 
what excuse have you for not altering the mode, || demagogues. {t will not surprise you or © ie 
and doing justice? || Mr. Speaker, if A rem warmly in reply to lan- 
Mr. H. further argued, that a policy could be || S¥as¢ like this. The gentieman was — to 
adopted just in itself to all, by graduating the || extract the poison from his wings by eclaring 
@ according to quality of soil, to be judged of | that he used these words in po of pee a 
by the time it had been in market—securing, in | o reply shall speak plainly, but within the r 
all cases, the rights of oceupants at each grade of || Of Gecorum. ere 
reduction een eel withoved by any gaint boner, pee Demagoguing”’—** demagoguing, a 
and prohibiting forever any one from buying up | honorable gentleman, ‘‘ for the votes of the low, 


1 tracts. ‘ill bred vagrants and copeent Sir, thw » 
Mr. H. spoke at some h. His remarks || strange nnguage, coming from that quarver. 
wilt be pebliched tanie full othe aaeee dix.] || know something of the gentleman » constituents. 


bl 
LER sone i t th of this awed 
ie, POW he eabaea ws Saul) Seteaienan te | ae. rd Seis ia ha the, aeled Yoke 
a point of order. Mr. F. submitted that the gen- bonds, of which the gentleman bas been speaking. 
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Many, very many, of them are squatters on the 
piibiic lands. Sir, 1 should like to hear the hon- 
otable geniieman making the same speech in one 
of the upper parishes of Louisiana, which he has 
this’ day pronounced in the American Congress. 





the squatters, would stare and wonder, to hear a 
gentleman, so bland and courteous last year, now 
so harsh and cruel. Yes, sir, the gentleman’s 
squatter constituents would stand aghast to hear 
the Representative denouncing them as a dirty, 
ill-bred get of vagabonds and scoundrels—when 


the candidate, with a face all wreathed in his | 


blandest smile, had told them they were the clev- 
eregt fellows in the world! 

It may do very well, Mr. Speaker, for gentle- 
men, when they come on to Washington, to get 
upon stilts and talk after this fashion. It may 
sound beautiful in the ears that are here to catch 
thesound, thus to denounce a measure intended to 
relieve the poor man’s wants as villainove, and its 
advucates as demagogues. Bot, sir, | inke it upon 
myeelf to say there is not ‘a congressional district 
in the West or Southwest where a candidate for 
Congress would dare to use such language. 

Sir, | know very well how popular electioneer- 

-ing canvusees are conducted, and bold and valiant 
as the gentleman is, he would scarcely commit the 
indiscretion of saying to any portion of the voters 
in his district that they were an ill-bred set of 
vagabonds, and if he did, they would hardly com- 
mission him to repeat the expression in Congress. 
Let me warn the gentleman that if the speech 
made by him to day shall ever reach his constitu- 
ents, ii will sound his political death-knell. If I 
owed the gentleman any ill-will, which I take this 
occasion to say [do not, it would be my highest 
hope that he would write out and print that speech 
just as he delivered it. I should at least have a 
comfortable assuratice that the speech would be the 
last of its kind. 

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, [ have to repeat 
thar, notwithstanding the maledictions of the gen- 
tleman from Louisiana, } am still for this proposi- 
tion; and though that gentleman may continue to 
deourice the squatters on the public lands as a 
worthless, ill-bred set of vagabonds, I am still their 
friend.’” They are honest men, pure patriots, and 
upright citizens, They are worthy of our care. 
If the candidate can afford to flatter them for their 
votes, the Representative should not skulk the re- 
sponsibility of voting to protect their interests. | 
hold but one language, and it shall be the language 
of honest sincerity. {£ would scorn to flatter a 
poor squatter for his vote in the swamps of Loui- 
siana, and then stand up before the American Con- 
gress ax his Representative and denounce him as 
a worthless vagabond. 

Sir, if the men are worthless the women are not, 
and I could appeal to the well-known gallantry of 
the honorable member to interpose in their behalf. 
If you will do nothing for the ruder sex, interpose 
the strong arm of the hive to shield the women and 
children, at least, from the rude grasp of the ava- 
riclous speculator. If a man be worthless, let the 
appeal go up for his wife and little children. Se- 
cure them a home, and that wife will make that 
home her castle. It will shelter her and her little 
children ftom the rade blasts of winter, and the 
rude blows ofa wicked world. She will toil there 
for bread, and with her own hand plant a shrub, 

rchance a flower. She will make it useful by 
te industry, and adorn it by her ingenuity. Give 
it to her, sir, and she will invoke such blessings 
on your head a pious woman alone can ask. 

i thank the gentleman from Louisiana, not for 
his speech, but for his courtesy in giving me a 
part of his time in which to reply. 

In the course of Mr. B.'s remarks— 

Mr. FOWLER rose to a point of order. He 
submitted, that the gentleman from Mississippi 
[Mr. Brows] had spoken once on this question. 

The SPEAKER said, that when the gentleman 
first addressed the House, it was on the motion to 
refer and to print, Not on the motion to reconsider. 

So the paint of order was overruled. 

Mr. 8. having concluded— 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, moved that the 
motion to reconsider be laid upon the table. 

Mr. MORSE earnestly ap to Mr. S. to 
withdraw the motion, to enable him (Mr. M.) to 
say & few words in to the remarks of the 
gentleman from i i, (Mr. Baown.] 

Mr. McMULLEN clai the floor, and also 














| appealed to Mr. Srawron to withdraw the mo- 
tion. 

Some conversation followed. 

Mr. STANTON withdrew the motion. 


| a few remarks in reply to the gentleman from 
| Louisiana, [Mr. Morse.] He maintained that 
| the gentleman was not justified in the course of 
| argument which he had taken. 


those who advocated this bill, he was himself play- 
ing the demagogue. He thanked the gentleman 
from Mississippi for obtaining the floor when he 
did, and for the prompt manner in which he had 
| replied to the gentleman from Louisiana. When 
he saw gentlemen, who came here clothed with 
a little brief congressional authority, standing up, 
and speaking of the people as the gentleman from 


| 





| Louisiana did; when he saw such expending all 
| their sympathies on those only who were born 
with a silver spoon in their mouths, and opposing 
all propositions the effect of which was to benefit 
the poor and industrious citizen, he could scarcely 
suppress his astonishment. He felt assured.that 


| of Louisiana, he would scarcely havethe courage 
to hold there the language which he held here. 
He reminded the gentleman that the State of 
| Louisiana had received her share of the proceeds 
of the public lands, and that she had also had her 
| share of the surplus revenue. The State of Vir- 
ginia had scorned this proffered bribe. She had 
not as yet received her share, and she will not ac- 
cept it. But why were the laboring classes, the 
poor citizens of Virginia to be denied the portion 
of the public lands to which they were entitled? 
He would like to hear some good reason why 
they should be thus excluded. 

The operation of the present occupant law is 
beneficial so far as it goes. But its benefits had 
resulted rather to the rich than to the poor. The 
| bill now reported confers advantages on the poor 
settler, and rescues the public domain from the 
grasp of jobbers and pirates. He hoped the bill 
would be permitted to speak fairly for itself to the 
House. The amendment proposed by the gentle- 
man from Mississippi contemplates the extension 
of the occupant law, for the benefit of every poor 
man who is at the head of a family, and it was 
for the House to decide between the two proposi- 
tions. . 

But where was the evidence of corruption in this 
bill? Would the gentleman from Louisiana point 
out any clause in which it was tobe found? Was 
| there anything in it more corrupt or more uncon- 
| stitutional, than is to be found in all the bills grant- 
ing donations.of the public lands to Srates or com- 
panies of individuals? Were all those bills liable 
to the charge of fraud and corruption? and if not, 
in what respect is this bill more obnoxious to 
such charges? The gentleman from Louisiana had 
expressed his belief that these lands would fall into 
the hands of rascals and swindlers. There might 
be in the district of country which that gentleman 
represents, such alow and contemptible class of 
persons as he describes; there was certainly none 
such in the district which he (Mr. MceM.) repre- 
sented. If it could be shown that these lands were 
only to be granted to persons who loaf about cities 
and infest their suburbs, the apprehensions of the 
pers from Louisiana might be well founded. 

ut the bill is intended for the advantage of the 
poor, laborious, and deserving citizen, who is the 
head of a family, and who, with the aid of this 
privilege, will be enabled to bring up his children, 
and make them good citizens. 
oon BAYLY interposed, and addressed the 

air. 

The SPEAKER, (to Mr. McMutuen.) Does 
the gentleman from Virginia yield the floor? 

r. McMULLEN. I will yield to my colleague 
for explanation. 

Mr. BAYLY, remarking that he thought the 
people had been sufficiently vindicated, moved to 
proceed to the business on the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. McMULLEN. Has the gentleman the 
right to make the motion? {ask my colleague, if 
it is courteous toward me? I yielded the floor 
for the purpose of explanation. 

The SPEAKER, (to Mr. McMuxuen.) It was 
not necessary for the gentleman to yield the floor. 
His colleague had the right to take the floor to 
move to proceed to the business on the Speaker’s 








While that gen- | 
| tleman threw the charge of demagogism against | 
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Mr. McMULLEN (to whom the floor had | 
1 can well conceive how his honest constituents, || been awarded) rose for the pesnet of making | 
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table. The question is, Will the House pr 
to the consideration of busi . abe 
table? emmnawon. he Speakers 
_Mr. MORSE hoped the gentleman from Vir 
ginia (Mr. Bayiy} would not insist upon his oon 
tion,and prevent him from replying to the remark 
of gentlemen. 
Mr. BAYLY said he felt it his duty to mak 
the motion, But if the House thought proper e 
allow the gentleman from Louisiana to procee, 
they could vote down the motion. . 
Mr. DANIEL inquired if a motion to go into 
Committee of the Whole House upon the private 


| calendar would be in order? 


The SPEAKER, replied, that it would not be 
The only motion in order. at this time was the 
peisileges motion to proceed to business on the 

peaker’s table. 

Mr. FOWLER. Will it be in order now t» 
move to lay this whole subject on the table? 

The SPEAKER. It would not be in order, be. 
cause the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. McMy,. 
LEN] has the floor, and cannot be interrupted ) 


| any other motionhan the privileged motion which 
a : || is now made. 
if the gentleman from Louisiana were in the State | 


The question was then taken, and decided in the 
negative. 

So the House refused to proceed to the business 
on the Spealer’s table. 

Mr. McMULLEN. resumed. He did not intend 
to trespass on the attention of the House but a few 
moments longer. The bill ,as reported from the Com- 


| miitee on Agriculture, gives one hundred and sixty 


acres to every head of a family, who, at the time of 
the passage of this act, was not in the possession 
of any land. And it.was proposed that this land 
should inure to the widow of the settler, provided 
that they held no lands at the passage of this law. 
He would be happy to see this privilege extended 
to every citizen who could not command the 
means of purchasing land. The bil! contemplaics 
an extension of the general preémption sysiem. 
He was inclined to favor theamendment proposed 
by the gentleman from Mississippi. Was there 
any constitutional difficulty which operated on the 
mind of the gentleman from Louisiana? If so, he 
(Mr. MeM.) was. not able to discover it. The 
gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Husraap,] in his 
remarks, had stated that the poor settlers are now 
driven from post to pillow, by the rapacity of land 
speculators. There was no doubt that such a bill as 
the one now under consideration would be satisiac- 
tory tothe people. If we were now to submit the 
question to the people, the dear people, as the gen- 
tieman from Louisiana called them, not less than 
four-fifths of this great nation would be found to be 
in favor of this bill, or some measure similar in 
its character. At least, this was his opinion. 
There appeared to him no good reason why the 
old States should not participate in the benefits of 
this bill. If the new States had a desire to appropri- 
ate the public lands, there was no good reason why 
the old States should not also come in for a share. 
He was unable to see the distinction between the 
bill which lately passed this House, giving bounty 
lands to those who had rendered services to the 
country, in the various wars in which we have 
been engaged, and the present bill. There was no 
difference in principle. Congress has always 
been liberal in its grants of public lands to cor- 
porations. The State of Alabama had received 
donations of this kind. And all this was looked 
as very right and proper by gentlemen. 
8 ie. a proposition is made to extend the 
prittieges of settling these lands to all the people, 
then the gentleman from Louisiana starts up with 
an objection, and denounces all those who advocate 
the measure as demagogues. He presumed the 
gentleman from Louisiana was one of those lords 
of the soil; who have a number of tenants occupy- 
ing the lands which belong to him. He would 
like to know what tenants occupied the properly 
of the gentleman from Louisiana? Wi 
Mr. MORSE was understood to reply ‘‘ cattle! 
Mr. McMULLEN charged the gentleman from 
Louisiana with exhibiting more regard for his 
cattle than for his constituents. But it was nothis 
intention to extend this debate any further. He 
h the House would be induced to give this 
bill a fair chance. The Galphin claim, and all 
the other claims which have been annually pressed 
on this House, bad not balf the merit to entitle 
them to the favor of Congress which this bill had. 
He trusted, therefore, that the bill would paas. 
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“Mr. FOWLER: ‘moved to-lay the motion to re- 


nsider on the table. 

Mr. MORSE expressed the hope that the gen- 
tleman would withdraw the motion, to allow him 
to say a few words. . 

Mr. FOWLER, after a remark not distinetly 
heard, relative to the number of speeches they had 
already heard, declined to withdraw. 

The question was taken, and 

The CHAIRMAN announced thet the question 
was decided in the negative by the sound. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, demanded the 

eas and nays. 

Various requests to withdraw the motion. 

Mr. JOHNSON. lam requested to withdraw 
the demand for the yeas and nays, on behalf of 

the gentleman from Louisiana, [Mr. Morse.} The 
merit of his cause, I believe, is his ample defence. 
That is the reason why lL adhere to my demand. 

The question was taken upon the demand for 
the yeas and nay®» and they were refused. 

Mr. WHITE moved that the House adjourn. 
Rejected. 

The question recurring on the motion to lay on 
the table the motion to reconsider, was taken, and 
decided in the negative. 

The question recurring upon agreeing to the 
motion to reconsider— 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, (among various 
competiiors—Mr. Morse and others,) obtained 
the floor. 

Mr. MORSE. Have I the floor? 

The SPEAKER stated, that the gentleman from 
Louisiana having once spoken, the Chair could 
not again recognize him while other members de- 
sired to speak. 

Mr. BAYLY renewed the motion to proceed to 
the business on the Speaker’s table. 

The motion was not pressed at this time. 

After some conversation between Mr. Morse 
and the Speaker— 

Mr. EVANS yielded the floorat request to Mr. 
Morse, for explanation. 

Mr. MORSE said, he had been assailed, in what 
certainly seemed to be a very vindictive spirit, by 
the gentleman from Mississippi, on account of his 
opposition to this measure. The gentleman had 
charged him with demagogism. A great master 
of the human mind had said, that the thief thinks 
each bush an officer, and by way of illustration, 
they were told of a man who, when. walking 
through the weods, was struck by the limb of a 
tree, and having been accustomed to be arrested 
for debt, his only idea was that he was again ar- 
rested by an officer, and turning round he quietly 
demanded, at whose suit. 

He had had occasion to address the people of 
his district in relation to measures such as theone 
now proposed, and he had fairly and frankly de- 
clared to them, that he considered them to bedishon- 
est. He regarded such a course of proceeding as 
neither more nor,less than plundering the Govern- 
ment. There was an impediment in the naviga- 
tion of a river in his own State, which interrupted 
the whole commerce of the country, and although 
itcame within Mr. Calhoun’s idea of a work that 
belonged to the General Government, as the river 
ran through three States, yet he had invariably 
opposed the appropriation of the funds of this 
Government for its removal. He believed it to be 
a work which belonged to the States, and that this 
Government had nothing to do with it. 

But the distinguished and able advocates GH the 
system of internal improvement, had supposed 
that he was going to do something anti-republican, 
something unconatitutional, because he had ven- 
tured to throw out a few suggestions of this kind. 
Now, the gentleman from Mississippi (continued 
Mr. M.) thinks he has discovered a ‘*mare’s nest,” 
and that he will gain great favor and popularity in 
Mississippi by announcing his discovery. | Sir, 
said he, did not the gentleman from Louisiana 
Vote for giving some five millions,of acres of 
swamp lands to the State of Louisiana? » Well, 
sir, | did so, but that is no more applicable to the 
case in point, than the most remote thing can pos- 
sibly be. Sir, there are some millions of acres of 
public lands in Louisiana that are overflowed 
annually, and thatare not worth a single cent to 
this Government. Louisiana has reclaimed more 
than three millions of dollars worth of these lands, 
Which were not previously worth a cent an acre. 
She was obl. for her own interests, to redeem 
those lands. We merely asked) that we should 
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be permitted to have a portion of the lands that 








we had thus rendered valuable. But Louisiana 
has been unable to obtain them, although she ap- 
pealed to the justice of this Government for the 
payment of what might be regarded as a debt. 
We are going on stil! reclaiming these lands, and 
thereby adding millions of dollars to the wealth of 
the General Government. 

Sir, strict construetionists have voted to give 
away public lands by alternate sections, because 
such disposition of the alternate sections enhanced 
the value of the remaining sections, and because 
for every dollar and a quarter that would be kept 
out of the Treasury thereby, two dollars and a 
half would come in, as was the case with these 
lands in Louisiana. In all these cases there is 
some show of reason, some justification. But, sir, 
the proposition of the gentleman does not offer an 
earthly equivalent to the 
States; it does not offer a shadow of inducement, 
except, forsooth, to secure the affections of those 
to whom the lands are to be given. So, then, for 
the affection and love for the dear people, you 
take this land, that is pledged to pay those who 


have loaned you money to carry on the war || 


against Mexico, without the least idea of bene- 
fiting the country thereby, but only to make 
votes for yourselves. 

The gentleman says that my denunciation of 


shall never disgrace, | suppose he would call it, 


or trouble this House again with my presence as || 


a member, if these remarks of mine should ever 
reach the banks of the Sabine. I am perfectly 
willing, sir, that what I say here shall go to my 
constituents; and I hope that the reporters will 
take down what I say. I hold the same lan- 
guage in Louisiana that I do on this floor; and it 
is for that reason that [ will not lend myself to 
the support of this iniquitous bill. 

But I do not want to be misrepresented before 
the people of Louisiana. I know that there are 
gentlemen who, though they may appear very 
anxious to stand up for the rights of the people 
here, and use the expression, ‘‘the dear people, 


the good people, their kind and gentle friends,’’ | 


are as far as they can possibly be from having the 
good of the people at heart. They are but making 
hollow professions of attachment to the interests 
of the people. The gentleman from Tennessee, 
when arguing this bill, declared that, according 


to his notion, it would be the greatest panacea | 
on the face of the earth; that it would heal all || 


the wounds of the country; cause the Government 
tobe administered with economy, and do an amount 
of good hardly credible. 

Be the “dear people’? so much better, so in- 


finitely purer, and more honest than members on | 


this floor? Is it possible that the corrupting in- 
fluences of this House are such, that though we 


may be honest people at home, we become so | 


corrupt that we are no longer’ fit to sit in this 
House? ete 
Sir, there is no position in this country that I 


prize so highly as that of Representative of the || 


people, because it is an independent one. And if 


there is anything that I despise more than another, || 
it is talking for Buncombe; making flattering || 
speeches for the ear of the people; cajoling them, || 
and making professions of great regard for them, || 
and an exhibition of great liberality towards them, || 
by making them free donations of the public | 


lands. 
But when the gentleman alludes to the women 


of this country, he approaches a subject upon || 
which I will not yield to him. Sir, the State of || 
|| ayes 79, noes 41. 
done towards elevating the character of females; | 
The | 


Louisiana has done more than any other State has 


and it is the highest evidence of civilization. 
degree of civilization and refinement of any people 


may be judged of by the estimation in which the | ‘ t 
|| the time of the committee by moving other amend- 
|| ments. 
|| decided against them; he only asked that they 
|| would adhere to their decision. 

'\ Merv BAYLY said, he would move an amend- 
'| ment to conform the amount of the appropriation 
| totheamendments which hadalready been adopted, 


female sex is held. In primitive times, females 
were treated almost as brutes; they were treated as 
property; as the servants of the men; and so they 
are in some countries even at this day. Sir, the law 
of Louisiana, in relation to the marriage contract, 
leaving out religious feeling, makes it a civil con- 
tract, in which the parties are equal, and every 
dollar that is earned the industry and intelli- 
gence of the man, 
tues and economy’of the woman, belongs equally 


to both. Sir, a people who have such a monu- 


ment of their fame as that; need no eulogy from 
me. And I repudiate all such ideas as the sugges- 


OBE. 





ople of the United | 


saved by the domestic vir- | or 
|| the officers, instructors, cadets, musicians; &¢ 
|| Mr. BURT raised the question of order, that 
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| 
|| tions or insinuations of the gentieman imply, by 
1 putting language in my mouth which I never in- 
| tended to hold in relation to the people. 
| used the expressions, vagabond and villain, | meant 
|| persons too idle and too laz 
|| I say, to a class of people— care aot where they 
1 ay be found—to whom such terms are applica- 
i} e. 


When I 
I alluded, 


to work. 


Sir, no man has a right to ask this Govern- 
| ment to give him property any more than he hae 
| to ask that the Government shall give him his 
| daily bread. And I cannot for my life perceive 
the difference between the system of taking these 
| lands and giving them away to A B and C, and 
taking the proceeds of the same lands out of ‘the 
| Treasury and giving them away in the same man- 
ner. 


| Mr. M. having concluded — 
| 


Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, resumed the floor. 
Mr. BAYLY again made the motion to proceed 


| to business on the Speaker's table. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, suggested to 
| the gentleman the propriety of letting the subject 
| be disposed of, and not go over to consume their 
| time another day. 

Mr. BAYLY acquiesced in the suggestion, and 
withdrew the motion. 

Mr. SWEETSER renewed it. 

And the question being on the motion to pro- 


'| ceed to the business on the Speaker’s table— 
this thing is going to kill me politically; that I | 


Mr. DUER inquired what was the other motion 
vending? Was it.the motion to lay on the table? 
The SPEAKER replied, that the motion te lay 
on the tabl@had been rejected. The other ques- 
tion was now upen agreeing to the motion to re- 
consider. 
The motion to proceed to business on the Speak- 
er’s table was put and agreed to, 
The SPEAKER laid before the House the bill 
from the Senate, entitled “*An act to grant to 
| the State of Wisconsin a donation of public land, 
| to aid in the construction of a railroad from the 
| city of Milwaukee to the Mississippi river,’’ which 
| was read a first and second time by its title, and 


'| referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


MILITARY ACADEMY. 
On motion by Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, the 


| House resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 


on the state of the Union, (Mr. Boyp in the chair, ) 
and resumed the consideration of the bill making 
appropriation for the support of the Military 
Academy for the year ending 30th June, 1851. 
Mr. BURT had yesterday moved the following 
amendment: 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That. whenever, the 


lineal rank of the Superintendent of the Military Academy 
shall be under the grade of Lieutenant Colonel, he shall be 
entitled to the pay and emolunrerts now allowed by law’ to 


the Professor of Natural and Experimental Philosophy. 

The CHAIRMAN bad ruled the’ amendment 
out of order. 

Mr. BURT had appealed from the decision— 

And the question was, “* Shall the decision of 
the Chair stand as the judgment of the com- 
mittee?” 

The question was taken, and 

The CHAIRMAN stated that it was decided in 
the affirmative. 

Mr. BURT called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Jones and 
Corwin were appointed. 

Mr. CROWELL requested the Chairman to 
| state the question. 
| The CHAIRMAN stated the question on the 
| appeal. 
| The tellers took the question, and after consider- 
able difficulty in obtaining a quorum, reported 


So the decision of the Chair was sustained, and 
the amendment of Mr. Berar was ruled out of 
| order. 

Mr. BURT said he did not intend to consume 


He understood the committee to have 


. 


The proposed amendment was read, ine g 
the aggregate of the appropriation for the pay of 





| under the previous decision of the Chair, the 
} amendment was not in order. 






































































































































Some conversation followed on the point of or- 
der between Messrs. BURT, BAYLY, JONES, 
and the Chairman. After which, 

‘The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of order. 

Mr. BAYLY yielded the floor to 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, who offered 
an amendment—the object of which was, he said, 
to make the bill conform to what was the intention 
of the committee when the bill was reported. The 
bill proposed to increase the salaries of the Profes- 
sors of French and Drawing $500. He proposed 
to increase the salaries only $313. 

Mr. RUMSEY made the point of order on the 
amendment, 

The CHAIRMAN overruled it. 

Mr. RUMSEY appealed from the decision. 

A conversation on the anpeal followed between 
Mesara. RUMSEY, BURT, JONES, and MAR- 
SHALL, 

The CHAIRMAN again stated the grounds of 
his decision, and announced the question, ‘* Shall 
the decision of the Chair stand as the judgment of 
the committee ?”’ 

Tellers-were asked and ordered; and Messrs. 
Harris, of Tennessee, and Suerrerp were ap- 
pointed. 

The question was taken, and the tellers re- 

rted—ayes 61, noes 40—no quorum. 

on CHAIRMAN directed the Clerk to call the 
roll. 

The roll having been called, 

The CHAIRMAN rose, and reported the facts 
to the House, and the names of the absentees 
were ordered to be entered on the Journal. 

A quorum being present, the Chairman resumed 
his seat in Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

The question recurred on the appeal from the 
decision of the Chair. 

The tellers resumed their places. 

And the question, ‘Shall the decision of the 
Chair stand as the judgment of the committee ?’’ 
was again taken, and decided in the affirmative— 
ayes 80, noes 35. 

So the decision of the Chair was affirmed by the 
committee. 

The question then recurred on the amendment 

of Mr. Tuturven, of Mississippi. 
_ Mr. T. briefly explained the amendment. The 
increase of the salary which it proposed was, he 
thought, sufficient, and would give these gentlemen 
a compensation as high as was obtained by the 
teachers of French; &c., in any other school in 
the United States. The amount of compensation 
proposed by him would be just, and would com- 
mand the best talent. And if there were no other 
reason for objecting to the whole increase pro- 
posed, he should object on the ground that he was 
not willing.to take such a stride in the increase of 
the salaries. 

He withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. SACKETT renewed the amendment, and 
caused to be read a short extract from the report 
of the Board of Examiners for 1849, which showed 
(he said) that this professor, about which so much 
was said, Was a mere instructor of the radiments 
of the French language, who did not speak the 
French even. In addition to the references made 
eet to the salaries of professors in New 














ngland colleges, he stated that the salaries in the | 


college at Geneva, New York, was $1,000; at Ham- 
ilton college, $1,000; Union college, 1,200. He ex- 
presed the opinion that teachers of this grade could 
obtained in abundance at salaries of $1,000 or 
$1,200. The present salary was a little short of 

1,200, to which were added quarters and fuel, ma- 

ing it equal to a salary of $1,500; whereas, under 
the proposition pending, it would be increased to 
$1,800. He saw no necessity for the increase. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, alluded to the high 
scientific character and attainments of these pro- 
fessors-—one of them (Mr. Wier) being the author 
of that great historical painting which adorned the 
Rotundo, the Embarkation of the Pilgrims, thai 
moat creditable work of American genius; and he 
scouted the idea that $1,100 was sufficient com- 
pensation for the services of such men. He also 
expressed himself in favor of the increase of com- 
pensation of cadets to $28 per month. 

Some conversation ensued between Mr. Duzer, 
Mr. Evans of Maryland, and Mr. Bayxy. 

Mr. JONES moved to amend the amendment by 
reducing the amount from $1,500 to $1,200. 

He said he thought $1,200 ample and generous 





compensation for these French schoolmasters. 
He questioned whether the Ex-King of France, 
Louis Philippe, when teaching school through 


this country, received more than from $300 bo | 


| 


$500 a year. 

He withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. McKISSOCK renewed the amendment, and 
said: Mr. Chairman, from all or most of what 
has been said on this subject, I ain satisfied that 
the members of the committee have not given it 
the consideration which it deserves. 
parison between the salaries of these gentlemen 
and that of the professors in the numerous col- 
leges and public institutions of the country is cal- 
culated to lead to greaterror, The Military Acade- 


my is not only a national institution of learning, || 
but the only one we have, or are likely to have. || 
The national character and honor, as well as the || 


objects proposed by the institution, require that 


the measure of education there be graduated on | 


the very highest standard of attainment. ‘lhe 
plan contemplates nothing short of the liberal 
training of the chosen young men of the country 
to the profession of arms. ‘This embraces the 
very highest moral and inte!lectual culture. The 
arts, in their most enlarged sense, the natural and 
exact sciences and literature, are all put in requisi- 


tion to form the character of the men whom we | 


there propose to prepare to be both the ornament 
and the defenders of their country. The man, 


therefore, who teaches the French language there, | 


should be of varied accomplishments, profound as 
well as ornamental. Besides, he should be a man 
of high character as a gentleman—fit to be the 
patiern for imitation by the young men of the 
school, both in manners and in morals, He must 
especially have such attainments in the exact sci- 
ences and the profession of military engineering, 


that he not only may comprehend their nomencia- | 


ture in the learned languages, including the French, 
but that he may be able to illustrate the French 
language and the sciences in his teachings, by 
their mutual relations to each other—and such, I 
believe, is the character and attainments of the 
Professor of the French in the Military School. 
Weil, sir, without intending to disparage the 
professors or teachers of French in the colleges 
and institutions of the country, | may safely say 
that there are in each graduating class at the 
Point better French scholars than can be found 
among the teachers of French in the great portion 
of those institutions. And it may be said, also, 


without risk, that but few of the latter would be || 


found able to translate the text-books of the higher 
branches of mathematics taught at the Military 
Academy. 

My colleague from New York has remarked, 
that if the Government would advertise for a 
teacher of French at $1,000, they would have 
five hundred at once. 1| have no doubt of it; nor 
have I that many of them no private gentleman 
would admit into his family. 


But besides, sir, the expense of living is far || 


greater at West Point than at the great portion of 
the colleges of the country. The gentleman from 
Ohio per ying, compared the salaries of the pro- 
fessors of the Ohio colleges with what is asked for 
those at West Point. Now take the three arti- 
cles of meat, butter, and eggs, and there can be no 
doubt that the cost at West Point, compared with 
that at Ohio, is as three to one, or nearly 80. 
These, with a great portion of all the domestic 
supplies of a family, at West Point cost the New 
York price, which is the highest in the. whole 
country, with a large addition for the profit of the 
person who supplies them at the Point. The 
personal expenses are much higher, too, at West 
Point; and if a professor there have sons or daugh- 
ters, they must be sent abroad for education, at 
great expense, which is all saved to a country pro- 
fessor, who is obliged to exercise economy on a 
small salary. 

All these considerations, or most of them, might 
be urged in respect to the Professor of Drawing, 
but time does not permit, 

Mr. SWEETSER asked the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. McKissocx] to withdraw the 
amendment, to allow him (Mr. 8.) to say a word. 

Mr. McKISSOCK declined. 

Mr. SWEETSER said, he would renew it. 

Mr. McKIiSSOCK said that he was not at lib- 
erty to withdraw the amendment, (as it had been 
withdrawn for his accommodation on the pledge 
of renewal.) ' 


The com- | 
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| professors, 


by inserting therein the words ‘in addition to the 
briely spoke of the scantiness of the salaries al- 
| low 





Mr. MARSHALL also desired to 
The amendment was not withdtawe. ‘ . 
The question was then taken, and decided in th 

negative. , 
So the amendment to the amend 

jected. 

The question recurred on the amendment of 
Tuompson, of Mississipi. - 

Under an apparent withdrawal of the amend 
ment by Mr. THompson, : 

Mr. MARSHALL proceeded to explain the 
practical effect of the amendment on the * pay and 
emoluments,” &c., Cyjelding, for explanation, ,,, 

THompson of Mississip), ) 

Mr. CARTTER raised « question of orie, 

that the amendment (being within the contro} of 

the gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. Evans } and 
not of the gentleman from ississippi, (Mr 

Tuomrson,]} had not been withdrawn. 
The CHAIRMAN decided that the amendmen; 

was pending. 

Mr. BURT desired to be informed by the Chair 
whether it was in order to move to amend the 
amendment of the gentleman from Mississippi ,{ Mr. 
Txompson. } 

The CHAIRMAN said it was in order. 

Mr. BURT offered the following, to be added 
to the end of the amendment, viz: 


“ And that whenever the lineal rank of the Superintend. 
ent of the Military Academy shall be under the grade of 
Lieutenant Colonel, he shalt be entitled to the pay ang 
emoluments now «liowed by Jaw to the Professor of Naturaj 
aud Experimental Philosophy.” 


Mr. JONES. Where is the amendment to come 
in? 

Mr. BURT. Just at the end of the amendment 
of the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. Tome. 
SON. 

Me. JONES. Let us see how it will read. 

The amendment and the amendment to the 
amendment were read. 

The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment of Mr. 
Borr out of order. 

Mr. BURT asked, on what ground ? 

The CHAIRMAN explained. 

Mr. BURT submitted, that if the amendment of 
the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. THompsoy} 
was in order, his (Mr. B.’s.) amendment could not 


MEN was re. 


| be excluded. 


The CHAIRMAN adhered to his decision. 

Mr. BURT appealed. 

The CHAIRMAN announced the question on 
the appeal. 

Mr. JONES inquired if this was not the same 


_amendment previously offered by the gentleman 
| from South Carolina, and ruled out of order by 


the Chair and the House? 

The CHAIRMAN replied, that it was the same 
amendment. 

Mr. BURT. Not exactly the same—it has 
been modified. 

The CHAIRMAN stated further reasons upon 
which he had ruled the amendment out of order. 

The question was taken, and decided in the af- 
firmative, 

So the decision was sustained, and the amend- 
ment of Mr. Burt was ruled out of order. 

Mr. WOODWARD moved to reduce the amount 
from $1,500, to $1,400. 

He remarked that he had always been in favor 
of liberal salaries, but he considered it an abuse of 
terms to designate teachers of living languages as 
e spoke of the wide difference between 
egos uisite for a teacher of Hebrew 
a reek, and of French, and of the comparative 
abundance of teachers of the latter, and said the 
very best talents for instruction in French could 
be obtained for $600 to $800 or $1,000. He op- 
posed making a difference between the salaries 
of employees of the Government and of private 1n- 
stitutions. 

He withdrew the amendment. . 

Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania, renewed it, 
with the view (he oe of having a vote. 

The question was taken, and the amendment to 
the amendment was rejected. 

The question reeurring upon the amendment of 
Mr. Tuompson, of Mississippi— 

Mr. KING, of New Jersey, moved to amend 
the amendment of Mr. Tuompson, of Mississipp!, 

uarters and fuel now allowed by law.” He 
the professors at West Point, and said he 
knew of ten or twelve gentlemen, of the highest 
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reported 
Jaa names of the absentees, to be entered upon the 
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reputation for attainments in science, literature, 

in all the qualifications of scholars, who had 
pen obliged to leave West Point for the reason 
shat they were inadequately paid. He read a list 
of the salaries of professors in colleges, which set 
down the average paid in Virginia at $2,500; in 
pennsylvania, especially in Philadelphia, at $2,300 
to $2,500; and in New York at $1,250, in addition 
to house-rent, and ten dollars for each student. 
which was equal to about $2,500. The present pro- 
fessors were unable, with the greatest economy in 
husbanding their means, to support their families 
fom their salaries. The proposed reduction of for- 
arge from three horses to one horse would diminish || 
by about ten per cent., or $200 per annum, those 
salaries, already too small. 

The hardship upon these professors of the higher 
branches of education wag, that by the law estab- 
lishing their offices, they were obliged to resign | 
their commissions in the Engineer Corps, and re- 
ceive the promise of a salary, at least equal to that || 
of Major of Engineers, with full pay, emoluments 
and forage, and now this it was proposed to cut 
down, afier years of hard service, and after results || 
of the highest importance in the formation of the 
young officers—as this nation, and all other nations || 
who have heard of the recent victories of American } 
arms, would fully proclaim. This must be ad- 
mitted to be unjust. 

After some conversation— 

The question was taken, and the amendment to | 
the amendment was agreed to. 

The question recurring on the amendment as 
amended— 

Tellers were asked and ordered, and 

Messrs. Futter, and Tuompson of Mississippi, 
were appointed. 

The question was taken, and the tellers reported 
—ayes 67, noes 54. 

So the amendment as amended was agreed to, 
and which provides that the Professor of Draw- 
ing and Professor of French shall be entitled to 
receive the sum of $1,500 per annum, in addition 
to the quarters and fuel now allowed by law, in || 
lieu of the sums now received by them. 

Mr. BAYLY rose, he said, to propose an 
amendment which was rendered necessary by that 
just adopted. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

Add to the end of the amendment the following: 

“And that $626 be, and the same is hereby, appropria- 
ted out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated by Jaw, in addition to the appropriation made by 
this bill, to carry this provisiun into effect.” 

Some conversation followed between Messrs. 
Tuompson, of Mississippi, and Bayiy,and then 
the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. MARSHALL offered the following amend- 
ment: 

“And the President of the United States may select the 
Superintendent of the school at West Point, from the offi- 
cers of any corps of the army.”’ 

The CHAIR ruled the amendment out of order. 

Mr. MARSHALL. On what ground? It asks 
no =peropereige- 

The CHAIR. Does the gentleman appeal from 
the decision of the Chair? 

Mr. MARSHALL. Yes, sir. 

The question was then stated to be, ‘* Shall the 
decision of the Chair stand as the judgment of the 
committee ??? 

Tellers were ordered and Messrs. Conwi and || 
Wa.po were appointed. 

The CHAIR requested gentlemen to vote on 
one side or the other, so as to make a quorum#® 

And the question being taken, the vote-stood— 
ayes 71, noes 26. 

0 quorum voting. 

Mr. MARSHALL said, that, toavoid any diffi- 
culty, he was willing to withdraw the appeal. 

The call of the roll was demanded. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, suggested 
that by unanimous consent another count should 
be a 

rt. HARRIS, of Illinois, objected. 

Mr. JONES said, the gentleman from Kentucky 

Me Marsuatt] had withdrawn the appeal. 
¢ CHAIR said that it was not now in the 
fewer of the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. 

ARSHALL] to withdraw the appeal. 

The roll was then called. 
€ committee ingly rose and 
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A quorum having been ascertained to be present— 


| of the Whole on the state of the Union, striking 


| rolled Bills, made a report.) 


| negative—yeas 80, nays 86; as follow: 





The committee resumed its session. 

The question being on the appeal, 

The tellers resumed their places, and again took 
the question, with the following result—ayes 93, 
noes 4l. 

So the decision of the Chair waa sustained, and 
the amendment of Mr. Marswart was ruled out 
of order. 

Mr. HOLMES moved an amendment, providing 
for the appointment of a Spanish  caneate with 
a salary equal to that of the French professor. 

ge CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment out of 
order. 
anes: HOLMES moved an amendment, provi- 

ing 


“'Thatthe commander of cadets shall be selected from 


| the officers of the army, and his rank shali not be Jess than 


that of a major by lineal rank, or by brevet received for gal- 
lantry in battle.” 


The CHAIRMAN ruled this amendment out of 
order. 

On motion by STANTON, of Tennessee, 

The committee rose, and reported the bill and 
amendments to the House. 

The CHairman was about leaving the chair, 
when 

Mr. BAYLY inquired whether the committee 
had risen. 

The CHAIRMAN said, yes. 

The chairman then made his report. 

The SPEAKER explained that, by mistake, 
a question was pending on an amendment at the 
time the committee rose. 


Mr. BAYLY then moved to amend the item for |) 
forage for horses, by striking out ** $1,800” and in- || 
serting “ $2,592.” This amendment (Mr. B. said) | 
had been rendered indispensable by the other | 

‘amendments made. 


Mr. B. demanded the previous question. 

Mr. RICHARDSON rose toa question of or- 
der. The Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, he said, had reported the bill with 
amendments. Was the motion to amend new in 
order? 

The SPEAKER said, that the question was on 
agreeing to the amendment reported from the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
But, for several sessions past, the invariable prac- 
tice had been to entertain amendments to the 
original bill, notwithstanding the pending of 
amendments reported from the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. The Chair, 
therefore, ruled the amendment to be in order. 

The question was then taken on the demand for 
the previous question, and there was a second. 

And the main question (being first on the amend- 
ments, and then on the engrossment of the bill) 
was ordered to be now taken. 

The amendments were concurred in without a 
separate vote, except as hereafter mentioned. 

On agreeing to the amendment of the Committee 


out the words ‘‘and that no professors of the Mil- 
itary Academy sha!l be entitled to draw forage, or 
money in lieu thereof, for more than one horse, to 
be owned and actually kept in service” — 

Mr. JONES asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

Sa WILDRICK, from the Committee on En- 


The question was taken, and decided in the 


YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Bokee, Breck, Briggs, 
Albert G. Brown, Burrows, Bart, Chester Butler, Thomas 
B. Butler, George A: Caldwell, Joseph P. Caidwell, Calvin, 
Campbell, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Clingman, Coleock, 
Cole, Conrad, n, Crowell, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, 
Duncan, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Gilmore, Gonde- 
now, Gould, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Hibbard, 
Hilliard, Holmes, Howe, Witliam Tr. Jackson, James L. 
Johnson, Kerr, George G. King, James G. King, John'A. 
King, Marshall, Matteson, McKiasock, Millson, Moore, 
Morton, Nelson, Newell, Ogle, Orr, 


: Outlaw, Peck, 
Phenix, Pitman, » Reed, Risley, Root, Rosas, Rum- 
sey, Sechermerhorn, Schoole Silvester, 
Spaulding, Rorewony  Pretesion. P. Stanton, hard H. 


Stanton, Alexander H. Taylor, Thomas, John B. 
Thowpson, Toombs, Undernit Wastes’ White, Williams, 
n 


Bennett, Bi 
ease ite aoa ae 
W. Cobb, Conger, 
Dunham, Durkee, Ed- 
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McLean, McMullen, McQueen, Meacham, Meade, Morris, 
Morse, Olds, Parker, Peaslee, Potter, Powell, Richardson, 

Robinson, Rockwell, Sackett, Stetson, Sweeter, 
Jacob Thompeon, James Thompson, Walden, Waido, 
Wallace, Wellborn, Wentworth, Whittlesey, Wildrick, 


| Wood, Woodward, and Young—85. 


So the amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. SACKETT moved a reconsideration of the 
vote, and that that motion be laid upon the table. 

Mr. S. asked the yeas and nays; but withdrew 
the motion to reconsider. 

Mr. SWEETSER moved that the House ad- 


journ. 


The House, by ayes 45, noes 90, refused to 
adjourn. : 

Phe question recurred on the amendment of Mr. 
Barty. 

Mr. BAYLY. Can I withdraw it? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman cannot with- 
draw the amendment. 

Mr. BAYLY said, its adoption was not neces- 


sary. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment was rejected. 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading, and 
was read a third time by its title. 

And the question being, ** Shall this bill pass?”’ 

Mr. BAYLY demanded the previous question. 

There was a second. 

The main question was ordered, and, being 
taken, 

The bill was passed. 

Mr. BAYLY moved a reconsideration of the 
vote, and that that motion be laid upon the table. 

Ordered accordingly, 

And the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Faipayr, July 26, 1850, 


The PRESIDENT pro tem. \aid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the Navy Department, 
made in compliance with a resolution of the Senate 


| of the 23d instant, requiring “* the Secretary of the 


Navy to transmit to the Senate copies of the in- 
structions and orders and correspondence relating 
to the assemblage of persons on Round Island,” 
stating that the correspondence referred to was 
communicated to the Senate by the late President, 
in his message of the Ist June last, transmitting 
reports from heads of departrrents relative to 
alleged revolutionary movements in Cuba, and sta- 
ting that it had been ascertained that they were 
ordered to be printed the 19th June, and that they 
are now in the hands of the printer. 

On motion by Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, it was 
ordered that the communication lie on the table. 

MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS, 

Mr. SEBASTIAN presented documents relating 
to the claim of Allison Manes to compensation for 
a horse lost in the military service during the Fior- 
ida war; which were referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I have received, 
and been desired to present, a memorial from Ed- 
ward Everett, Jared Sparks, and others, stating 
that, in their opinion, it would be of great public 
utility to attach to the boundary commission to 
run the line between the United States and Mex- 
ico, a small corps of persons well qualified to make 
researches in the various departments of science; 
and they express the hope that so favorable an 
opportunity will be embraced by Congress to 
adopt a measure from which highiy important and 
interesting results would unquestionably follow, in 
reference to the natural and political history, geo- 
graphy, and ethnography of the extensive count 
through which the boundary line is to be carried. 

[ have also another memorial of a committee 
appointed by the American Academy of Aris and 
Sciences at Beaton, recommending the same thing, 
which says that the appointment of a corpa of 
naturalists and geologists, who should accompany 
the expedition for the purpose of surveying the 
country with reference to their respective depart- 
ments of the sciences, who should present on their 
return a report of their examinations and investiga- 
tions, would tend to the material advancement of 
science, and much increase the information re- 
garding a region as yet ut little explored, and 
would redound to the scientific reputation of our 
country. I do not know to what committee the 
should go, and I will therefore move that the read- 
ing be dispensed with, and that they be laid on the 
table. 
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Mr. DOUGLAS. 
that it would be more appropriate to refer them to 
the select committee appointed on that subject. 

Mr. DAVIS. 1 -was not aware that there was 
such a committee, 1 am pleased to find that such 
a one has been constitited, and | will therefore 
move that they be referred to the select committee; 
which motion was agreed to. 


EXTRA PAY AND BOUNTY LANDS TO NAVY. 


Mr. CLAY. Tf have received a petition signed 
by a number of American tars, who served either 
in the Galfor on the Ocean during the late war, 
written in trut sailors’ style, and which I take 





great pleasure in presenting to the Senate, enter- |, 
taining, as I have always done, feelings of the | 
greatest interest and sympathy in the prosperity | 
of that most important portion of our countrymen. | 
The state that they served during the war in the | 
Gulf and on the Pacific, and were subjected to || 
hardships quite equal to those experienced by the || 


other portions of the army and navy of the United 
States; and they ask for three months’ extra pay, 
as is allowed to the marines, and that they may 
also have the benefit of the bounty lands proposed 


to be given to that corps. I move to dispense with | 
the reading of the petition, and that it be referred || 


to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. DAYTON. I beg, in connection with this 
matter, to call the attention of the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, which | suppose is the proper com- 


mitteee,to the propriety of some signification of | 


the sense of Congress as to the gallantry of those 
naval officers who were engaged in military duty 
on shure-——a duty entirely disconnected with their 
naval services. I need not say, sir, that a gallant 
citizen of my own State, Commodore Stockton, 
while on the Pacific coast, took command of a ijand 


force, and in connection with General Kearny | 


fought an important battle, and rendered other and 
valuable services entirely disconnected with his 
naval duties. I have made use of his name only 
for the purpose of illustrating my meaning. Other 
individuals connected with the naval service of the 
country were in the same condition, and discharged 
the same kind of camp duty. Now we have brevet- 


ed, we have done something indicating our sense of | 


the gallantry of the military gentlemen who served 
during the late war, but there has never been, so 
far as I know, the slightest indication of the sense 


of Congress in regard to those gentlemen who, | 


abandoning the quarter-deck, did military duty 
and fought by the side of the very men who have 


been breveted and promoted for their gallantry in | 
I do not know that there are brevets to |) 


the field. 
naval officers, but it has been customary on the 
part of Congress either to vote medals, swords, or 


resolutions, or indications in some way, of their | 


sense of the gallantry of our sons who have dis- 
tinguished themselves in that way. I beg leave, 
therefore, in connection with this matter,‘to call 
the attention of the Committee on Naval Affairs 
to this subject. 


The petition was referred to the Committee on || the Committee on Commerce. 
| 


Naval Affairs. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public 


Lands to which was referred the joint resolution | 


of the Legislature of lowa, instructing their Sena- 


tors in Congress and requesting their Representa- | 
tives to procure from Congress a grant of ten thou- || 


said acres of land, tonwid in making a levee upon 
Muscatine Island, so as to prevent the inundation 


of the same, asked to be discharged from its further | 


considevation; which was agreed to. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the several memorials of citizens of Michi- 
gar and Wisconsin, asking a donation of land to 
make a road from Green Bay to Lake Superior, 
reported a oo eee the right of way and a 
donation of land to the States of Wisconsin and 
Michigan in aid of the construction of a road from 
Green Bay to Lake Superior; which was read and 
ordered to a second reading. 


VACANCIES IN COMMITTEES. 


Mr, MANGUM. If in order, I desire to state 
to the Senate that there are several vacancies in the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, to which com- 
mittee much Important business has been referred, 
and to move that these vacancies be filled by the 
oo There are three vacancies at the present 

me. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. I would sug. 


THE CONG 





I would suggest the Senator | 





gest to the Senator the propriety of excusing the 
} Chair from serving on the committee before the 
'| vacancies are filled. 

|| Mr. MANGUM. TI will then move, sir, that 
} the Presiding Officer be excused from further serv- 
|| ing on that committee. 

| The motion was agreed to. 

|| Mr. MANGUM. I take it for granted that the 
‘|| second en the committee will now stand at the 
‘| head of the committee, and that the three additional 
| members may be appointed by the Chair. 

The motion was agreed to, and the President ap- 
pointed Mr. Hunter, Mr. Pueres, and Mr, 

Mr. JONES. I move that the Presiding Officer 
fill the vacancy in the Committee on Engrossed 
Bills, caused by the resignation of the Senator 
|| from Ohio, [Mr. Corwin. } 

Mr. HALE. I would suggest to the Senator 
the propriety of filling this-vacancy when the Sen- 
ator who isto fill the place of the gentleman 
who has resigned shall take his seat. Itis better 
| to let the matter lie over until the first of the week. 

Mr. JONES. Oh! no; not in this case, 

Mr. HALE. I move, then, that the matter be 
postponed until Monday. 

Mr. JONES. Well, | have no objection, and 
will withdraw the motion. 

The motion was accordingly withdrawn, 

RESOLUTION SUBMITTED. 

Mr. RUSK submitted the following resolution, 

| which lies over under the rule: 


Resolved, That the President be requested to furnish the 
Senate with the following information, to wit: List of ves- 





sels, and the tonnage of the same, entered at the district of 


Brazos St. Jago, since its establishment by act of Congress ; 
| value of imports, American manufactures and prodactions, 
| foreign goods, duties paid, and goods bonded, specifying the 
| quarterly statements of each of said items; the quantity of 

freights shipped, and the value thereof, to the Brazos St. 

Jago and mouth of the Rio Grande, each, respectively, for 
| the public service since the termination of the war with 

Mexico; how transported or conveyed from thence to the 

several military posts on the Rio Grande and near it, and the 

eoat of such transportation or conveyance to the Govern- 
| ment to the several military posts referred to; list and ton- 
nage of the steamboats registered and navigating the Rio 

Grande. 


RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED. 


Mr. FELCH submitted the following resolutions, 
| which were considered and agreed to: 


| Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
| to inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation 
|. for improving the harbor at the mouth of Grand River, in 
Michigan. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Relations in- 
quire into the propriety and expediency of appropriating to 
| Anthony Ten Byck, late Comnrissioner at the Sandwich 
Islands, the amount of his salary as such Commissioner 
from October 1, 1848, to the time bis services in that capacity 

ceased. 


BILL ON LEAVE. 

Mr. BADGER asked and obtained the unani- 
mous consent of the Senate to introduce a bill to 
amend an act entitled “An act to amend, in the 
| cases therein mentioned, the act to regulate the 
|| duties on imports and tonnage;”’ which was read 
‘| a first and second time by its title, and referred to 


1] RESOLUTION FROM THE HOUSE, 


The joint resolution from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, instructing the Secretary of State to 
furnish the State of Alubama duplicates of the 
books and documents heretofore supplied by Con- 
gress, and which were destroyed by the recent 
burning of the State capitol of said State, was read 
| and passed to a second reading. 


ROUTE FROM SAN ANTONIO TO EL PASO, 


| Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I ask that the 
resolution reported by the Committee on Printing 
| yesterday, in relation to the printing of the report 
| from the War Department with reconnoissances 
| of routes from San Antonio de Bexar to El Paso 
| del Norte, by certain officers of the Topographical 
| Bureau, the consideration of which was postponed 
on the motion of the Senator from Michigan, be 
now considered, The question then was as to 
| the propriety of having the maps accompanying it 
/ engraved and printed together with the. report; 
and since the postponement of that question yes- 
| terday, [have received a letter from the colonel 
| commandant and head of the Bureau of Topo- 
| graphieal Engineers, in which he states that, for 
| the proper understanding of the reports, it is neces- 
| sary that the maps accompanying them should be 
| published, as they contain some minute informa- 
| tion, which cannot be drawn from the general 
'| geographical positions, to be arranged in the con- 
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solidated map, which, although eight feet u 
does not give that minute account which is hd 
sary for an entire understanding of the report 5" 
dered to be printed. I will therefore Sure 4 
which | hope the Senator from Michigan will tai? 
into favorable consideration, that the Secretar PS 
the Senate be instructed to cause the maps ue 
panying the report to be printed or engraved te 
the use of the Senate, and to be reduced under the 
direction of the Topographical Bureau. P 
Mr. CASS. I fully concur in the suggestion o 
the Senator, as I think it very important that . 
should have a full and complete knowledge of that 


country. 

Mr. DICKINSON. As a general rule—thoyo 
I do not profess to understand the merits of th, 
particular case—I am opposed to this ordering me 
printing of maps. In nine cases out of ten, the ey, 
graving is most expensive, and the maps, for | 
the purposes for which they are ordered, q», 
worse than nothing. I do not refer to this aoa, 
because I trust, as it has been examined by ij, 
committee, it is a useful ones but I desire mereiy ;, 
refer to the fact that our contingent fund has gy). 
fered greatly from this engraving of maps, withoy: 
as I believe, the public receiving any adequaie 
compensation for it. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair will state, be. 
fore this matter proceeds further, that the repon 
has not yet been ordered to be printed, and th: 


of 


| the report of the committee in favor of it was |aii 








on the table. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I supposed th 
printing had been ordered, but if not, | will make 
the motion that the report be ordered to be printed, 
and that the Secretary of the Senate be instructed 
to cause the maps to be reduced, under the direc. 
tion of the Topographical Bureau, and engraved 
for the use of the Senate, I merely wish to say 
to the Senator from New York, that he and I, oy 
this occasion, as is generally the case, agree as io 
the general proposition; the question with me was 
whether the general or consolidated map would 
ahswer to illustrate the reports which were to be 
printed; and for that reason I originally objected 
to the printing of these maps, unless an examina- 
tion was made of them. Since then, as | have 
stated, I learn from the chief of the Topographical 
Bureau that the maps are necessary to a good un- 
derstanding of the reports ordered to be printed, 
and this is the reason, | say to the Senator from 
New York and to the Senate at large, why | now 
propose that they should be engraved. But, as 
the Senator who made the objection will not listen 
to my reply, I will stop. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I did not make any objec- 
tion mn this case, and 1 was listening to the reply 
of the Senator. 

Mr. DAVIS. You were conversing. 

Mr. DICKINSON. That was a matter over 
which I had no control—a Senator was addressing 
me. I repeat that I made no objection in this case, 
but I made the remarks to which the Senator has 
referred, in order to call the attention of the Senute 
to the manner in which we were going on in this 
work of engraving works that are, as | think, pro- 
ductive of no good to the public. 

The PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from 
Mississippi withdraw his proposition? 

Mr. DAVIS. No, sir. 

The PRESIDENT. ©The Senate will first have 
to dispose of the report of the committee in favor 
opprinting, which was laid on the table on the 

tion of the Senator from Michigan. 

Mr. DAVIS. 1 ask, then, that it be taken up 
for consideration. That was my original motion, 
1 believe, 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair did not so un- 
derstand it. 

The report of the committee was then taken up 
and concurred in. 

Mr. BRADBURY. I move that the motion be 
referred to the Committee on Printing, and that they 
be directed to ascertain the expense of reduction 
and engraving. 

The PRESIDE:'T. The committee have re- 
ported on the subject in favor of the printing, and 
the Senate have jast concurred in their report. 

Mr. BRADBURY. The Chair does not un- 
derstand my motion. was in reference to the 


It 
question of engraving the maps. 
The PRESIDEN. ‘Phe repbrt of the com- 
mittee was in favor of wing the maps, and 
the pir of the Senate ee ) Missiesip pi 's 
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5 have it done under the direction of the Secre- 

ary of the Senate, and to have them reduced ina 
aaa 

en RRADBURY, did not understand the 

committee to have reported in favor of engra- 


"The motion of Mr. Davis was then agreed to. 
On motion by Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, it 
yas therefore 


Ordered, That the report of the Secretary of War, with 
reconnoissances of routes from San Antonio de Bexar to El 
paso del Norte, by Brevet Lt. Col. J. E. Johnston, Lt. Wil- 
ey P. Smith, Lt. F. T. Bryan, and Lt. N.H. Michler, of 
the Topographical Engineers be printed; and that the maps 
sccompanying said reports be reduced under the direction 
of the Chief of the ‘Topographical Bureau, and that the Sec- 
retary of the Senate cause the same to be engraved and 
printed for the use of the Senate. 


SCHOOL LANDS IN LOUISIANA. 


On motion by Mr. DOWNS, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider, as in Committee of the 
Whole, Senate bill No. 63, being the bill to con- 
firrg the sale of school lands made to J. B. Gre- 
oire and P. Gregoire, in Louisiana; and, no 
amendment having been proposed, the bill was re- 
ported to the Senate and ordered to be engrossed 
fora third reading. 


INTERCOURSE WITH INDIAN TRIBES. 


On motion by Mr. ATCHISON, the Senate 
proceeded to consider, as in Committee of the 
Whole, Senate bill No. 293, being the bill to ex- 
tend the benefits of the 17th section of the act to 
regulate intercourse with the Indian tribes, and to 

reserve peace on the frontiers (approved 3d 
June, 1834) to the people of Texas, State of Tex- 
as, and others. 

The blank in the fourth line of the bill was filled, 
on motion by Mr. ATCHISON, with the words 
“ first of January, 1836.” 

The bill was then further amended, so as to 
make its provisions apply to the citizens of Ala- 
bama, Florida, and Georgia. 

Mr. ATCHISON. 
lowing proviso to the bill: 

“ Provided, That for all depredations committed prior to 
the date of this act, payment shall be made, without deduc- 
tion from the annuities of the tribe by which they were 
committed.”? 

The amendment was adopted. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, and 
read as amended. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, [ do not know 
precisely what are the relations subsisting between 
all these tribes of Indians and the Government of 
the United States, and | desire to learn from the 
chairman who has reported this bill, if there-are 
any Indians in either of those States with whom 
there are no subsisting treaties, and to whom there 
are no annuities due from the United States? Be- 
cause, if it is so, if there are Indians with whom 
we have no treaty stipulations—to whom, in other 
words, we owe no annuities—if they commit dep- 
redations, [ do not see but that, by the terms of 
the bill, the Government will be compelled to pay 
for the depredations thus committed, notwith- 
standing no annuities may be due. It is true, it 
will have to come out of their annuities, where an- 
nuities are due to the Indians. What I wish to 
know is, whether there are not cases where there 
are no treaty stipulations with Indian tribes, or 
where no annuities are due to the Indians? It 
seems to me to be a very novel doctrine that the 
United States Government shall pay individuals 
for all losses which may occur by theft and lar- 

cenies committed by Indians, within the borders 
of those States where they reside. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. The hour for taking up 
the special order of the day has arrived, and | 
think the provisions of this bill will require a good 
deal of consideration before it can be passed. It 
will, U believe, involve the Government in the ex- 
penditure of millions. . It provides for the payment 
of Florida claims for Indian depredations since 
1836. There are many of these claims pending, 
some of which amount to $150,000. How many 
more this bill will embrace, | do not know; but 
this is a new principle; it is something that has 
not existed since the foundation .of the Govern- 
ment. And yet, now, when our relations with the 
Indians overs to be contracting instead of expand- 
ing, these claims willbe browekt forward, 1 want 


s mendedy printed. hope wile aid on th 
printed, I hope it will be laid on the 
table.ang printelt and Leeks inet ipation wil a 


view to take up the special order of the day. 


I move now to add the fol- | 


TH 











Mr. ATCHISON. I have no objection, but I ! scarcely necessary for me to speak. In your héar- 
think I can show that there is no new principle in- || ing, Mr. Speaker, who knew him well, and in the 
volved in this measure. | hearing of the older members of this House, I 

The bill was-accordingly ordered to be laid on || hesitate not to say, thatno member has more con- 
the table and printed, |, stantly and faithfully deyoted his time and talents 
|, to the public service than my deceased colléague. 


THE COMPROMISE BILL. i ; ; r ; 
The Senate resumed the consideration of the || He was daily, hourly, almost continually in his 
seat, with a clear and constant understanding of 


bill for the admission of California as a State into |, h ; , 

the Union, to establish Territorial Governments |, business under consideration. In the dis- 
for Utah.and New Mexico, and making proposals |, charge of his duties upon the various committees 
to Texas for the establishment of her western and || 8PO" which he has been placed, he has been alike 
northwestern boundaries; and after several hours || 4ustrious and exemplary. !n attending to the 
spent in the discussion of the bill, and in the course interests of his constituents, which were manifold, 
of which several amendments were offered and dis- || %%_bis district was a highly coniwercial one, his 
posed of, (of which a full account will be found in | diligence could not be exceeded. He acted and 


: : : ; '| voted always; he spoke seldom. 
Tae Donan bitoomed Pre (on coneluaion, || In all the relations of private life, he was with- 
ar | oe aenras BAY, ont a life ee ce 
|| blessing to all aroond him. It was made such by 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. || the felietoud principle which wes the living spring 
Sarvnpay, July 27, 1850. | of all his conduct. He was an humble, active, 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. || devoted Christian. No pressure of public duty, 
| ho desire for ease or relaxation, induced him to 


OBITUARY. oy ; ; 
Mr. ROCKWELL rose and said: Mr. Speaker, || neglect the religious duties which he deemed as 
essential and proper here as at home; or the or- 


at the suggestion of the members of the delegation || & } 
from Massachusetts, I rise to announce the death || dinances of the church to which he belonged. If 
of our colleague, the Hon. Dawiex Purnam Kina, | & & stranger ear this seems the language of eulogy, 
who represented in this House the second congres- || !_can only say, 1 cannot change it, for it is the 
sional district of that State. He died at his resi- || simple truth. , 
dence in Danvers, in the county of Essex, on the || Mr. Speaker, the power of death, which has been 
evening of Thursday last. He left this city on the || repeatedly auricg the present session exhibited in 
10th instant, for the purpose of visiting his family, || the other Chamber or Congress, and in the Execu- 
and attending to some indispensable business ar- || tive Mansion, has now for the first time mani- 
rangements. His visit to his home was, perhaps, | fested itself here. Although our departed friend 
somewhat hastened by a slight temporary indispo- |, had not an iron constitution, i° ha never before, 
sition, of which he had several times spoken, i cee via) Waite severe sickness. He Was 
which, however, occasioned no alarm. It seems || PeTaps as tittie likely as any man among us, to 
that soon after his arrival at home, he was attacked become the victim of disease. The plain language 
with the acute and distressing disease which so | Of 80 sudden an end, of such a life, is, * Be ye 
speedily terminated his life. He met his death as || #80 ready.” ; 
he wished to meet it, when his time had come, in || Sir, when the resolutions which I am about to 
the bosom of his affectionate family, with the wife | propose shall have been adopted, the great tide of 
of his youth, and the children of his love, tosolace |, public events will obliterate here the memory of 
his dying hour, and hear his last earthly words. | volt Nay kt eee will a ago from the 
Mr. Kina was graduated at Harvard Univer- || O's and will pass Irom recollection here, Sut in 
sity, in the year Td. Kid clanainal phd orton to an of is aa Peneniptancse, by fo 
tific studies, however, were not discontinued at || 0' US WMO Rave shared Ais Comestic and social re- 
the termination of his collegiate course. Without | lations, his memory will be borne with us to the 
pursuing any particular profession, he became a  &°!@8 through’ which his gentle and noble spirit 
ripe and sound general scholar. Devoted princi- | has just passed. And, in that district which he so 
ally to Agricultural pursuits, for which he cher- | faithfully represented, and of which he always 
ished an enthusiastic regard, his easy fortune gave spoke with such tender and proud regard, there 
him leisure for varied and rich intellectual acquire- | will be a future of sincere mourning, for the loss of 
ments. Such a man, in so intelligent a commu- | ® Mindi haga t te public eee 
nity as that in which he lived, could hardly avoid MOVE BIE, SAS PONV WIN Fesuions: 
publie enpterineny and distinction. He 1S en- Resolved, That this House bas received with deep sensi- 
tered the House of Representatives of his native || bits; "ur Inteligence of the deauh ot ive hondratle Bax 
ote agree yeese he fares ai a ae } appa ee ge took place at bis residenee im that 
uring that and the succeeding year. in » he tate on Thursday las’. 
first took his seat in the Senate of that State. In || eer Trees pmrommnens of reapers % ie memory 
1840 he was elected President of the Senate, and || wear the usual badges of mourting for thirty ane" = 
discharged the duties of that station to the general Resolved, ‘i hat the Clerk of the House be directed to com 
satisfaction, in a time of high party excitement. In municale a copy of these proceedings to the family of the 
1843 he was again a member of the popular branch | “CDN . or . si 
of that Legislature, and was chosen the Speaker, |) acapy at these tecolutionsto the Sennierand therece tants 
under Wire machen ienly, oe to we char- i fonpane, ot — to the memory of the honorable Daniel 
acter. e discharged the uties of that office in a - King, this House do now adjourn. 
House, almost equally divided in political senti- Mr. WINTHROP. If mere custom had pre- 
ment, with the general favor. In June, 1843, while vailed on this occasion, Mr. Speaker, it would 
holding the office of Speaker of the House of Rep- || have fallen to me, as the senior member of the 
resentatives of Massachusetts, he was elected to || Massachusetts Delegation in this Hall, to perform 
the twenty-eighth Congress, in which he took his || the sad duty, whieh has been so faithfully and feel- 
seat in December of that year. He has been, by || ingly discharged by my friend and colleague, who 
the unsolicited suffrages of the same constituency, | has just taken his seat. 1 trust, therefore, that [ 
three times reélected. This is the fourth Congress || may be allowed to say, that, in yielding, as I read- 
to which he has been elected, and the seventh r | ily have done, to the claims of a more intimate as- 
of his service upon this floor. In each of these || sociation and immediate companionship with 
situations, his course has been marked by an un- | the excellent person whose death has been an- 
assuming, industrious, conscientious discharge of | nounced to us, | have not been wanting in the 
every duty. | deepest regret for his loss, or in the most sincere 
Upon that portion of the legislation of his || respect for his memory. 
State, which has been manifested in behalf of the | It has been my good fortune to be connected 
suffering and the unfortunate, his influence has | with Mr. Kine for many years in the Legislature 
been repeatedly and effectually exerted. He was | of our own Commonwealih,as well as to be with 
for five years an active and diligent member of the || him here,during the whole period of his seven 
Board of Trustees of the State Lunatic Hospital; || years’ service as a member of this House; and | 
and contributed while in the Legislature to the || can truly say, that L have rarely met with @ juster 
enlargement and €xtended uséfulness of that insti- | or worthier man, or with one more scrupulously 
tntion. Highly distinguished as he had been in || faithful to every obligation to his neighbor, his 
Massachusetts, other paths of usefulness would | country, and his God. ; 
there have been opengd- before him, had his life His devotion asa public servant, his integrity 
been spared, and other honorable Gistinctions |; as a private citizen, and the high moral and reii- 
awaited him. 2 s ious character which he sustained in all the re- 
Of his character and conduct in this House, it is felons of life, had endeared him not merely to his 
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immediate constituents, but to the whole people | 
of Massachusetts; and there is no one who was 
more likely to have received at their hands, at no 





ment concealed the merit which lay beneath, but 
the solid, substantial qualities of his heart, and the 
full cultivation of hia intellect, combined with the 


distant day, the reward of his honorable ambition, | gentleness of his manners and the purity of his 


in the highest honors of his native State. 

Though he had enjoyed the advantage of an 
education, which would have fitted him for enter- 
ing upon either of what are commonly called the 


! 


j 


learned professions, his tastes had led him to Agri- || 


cultural pursuits, 
may well pride himself, on being a good Farmer; 
and the farmers of his neighborhood were justiy 
proud of him as one of the most intelligent, ob- 
serving, and acientific of their number. 


tione of this hour, that he was permitted by a 
kind Providence, afier so long a detention amid 
these scenes of strife, to revisit his native fields, 
to die beneath his own roof, surrounded by his 
family and friends, and to lie down at last beneath 
the evil which he had adorned with his hand, | 
and which was so Gear to his heart. 

in the beautiful village in which he lived, and 


pe himself, as any one || 


| morals, to insure in a little time the respect and 


the‘affection of his associates. 

Mr. Kone, sir, was a christian. The virtues to 
which I have already alluded, owed their greatest 
attraction to the christian spirit in whieh they 
originated, and in which they were exhibited. 
He was kind and forbearing; watchful over his 


/own words and manners; and ever prompt to 


|| aid, by all appropriate means, those whose con- 


‘dition appealed to his superior attainments or 
We may well count it, sir, among the consola- || 


larger possessions. And the bland courtesy of the 
gentleman blended in perfect harmony with the 
meekness and purity of the christian. And if I 
were called on to present, from public life, the true 
exemplification of the christian gentleman, | know 


| of no character that would more beautifully illus- 


trate the idea and supply the model than that of 


| Danie P. Kina. 


which is now the scene of so much unaffected sor- || 


row for his loss, I venture to say that no sod will 
be kept greener than that which covers his ashes, | 
and that his name will long be sadly but fondly | 
associated with “ the Flower of Essex.’’ 
Mr. CHANDLER. ! have waited till the mem- | 
bere of the Massachusetts delegation should have 
given expression to the feeling which the death of 
their colleague (and such a colleague) must natural- 
ly inspire. It seemed to me to bea sort of sacrilege 


The loss which the Commonwealth of Massachu- 
setts sustains in the death of such a son and such 
a Representative, has been eloquently set forth by 
some of those who shared wit 


| that representation, and who shared among them- 


| 


| 


| cle of the deceased, is not to be described. 


|| selves the delight of his association. 


The terrible affliction that has made desolate the 


| home of those that gathered into the domestic cir- | 


The 
arm upon which filial reverence leaned with confi- 
dence is palsied by death—the heart, which the 


to anticipate their lamentation, or to break the || purest affections shared, has ceased to beat; and 


chain of communication by which from mouth to 
mouth the voice of sorrow and of eulogy had ut- 
terance. 
of the deceased have deeper griefs than the com- 
parative stranger, and 1 am not one who would in- 
vade the holy rights of sorrow. But, Mr. Speaker, 
it would, I think, be injustice to our late fellow- 
member—to the claim which his abundant virtues 
had opon the respect of all with whom he was in 
any way associated—to imagine that the afflictive 


State of which the deceased was one of the Rep- 
resen'atives in this House. 

Wherever the Hon. Dantex P. Kine cultivated 
an acquaintance he made a friend; and though he | 
was not ambitious of enlarged social intercourse, 
yet the public positions to which he was called, 
and the fidelity with which he discharged all the 
duties connected with these trusts, extended his 


| 


sorrow that springs from such a visitation, is too 


j || sanctified for us to disturb—the expression of sym- 
It must be that these home-companions || 


pathy itself might be an intrusion. 
We have lost from our midst, Mr. Speaker, one 
who did honor to his association—he ia the first in- 


| deed that has fallen among us, but we cannot con- 


_ ceal the monitory fact, that he has been swept away 


by adisease that is prevalent around us, and among 
us, and yesterday, when the news of the death of 


( | our late colaborer reached this House, some of us 
rod of Providence had not reached beyond the | 


| 


|| consciousness of 


| 


connections and multiplied the number of those || 
who admired his character and rejoiced in his dis- || man, we shall resolve to dedicate our services more 


tinction, And thatcircumstance, sir, has bowed a | 
thousand hearts to the biow which Providence has 
inflicted in the death of our lamented friend, On | 
that ground, sir, | speak, not for myself alone, nor | 
to occupy the attention of this House with any 
expression of my proper sorrows; but in this 
solemn moment, when the eyes of the House are | 
turned towards the seat now left vacant, to say that | 
the associates—the household companions—the 
members of the meas of which Mr. Kine formed 


which his death has brought. We had found him, 
sir, accomplished in all the riches of classic study, 
and able to command, for the delight of social in- 
tereourse, the teasures of science and the arts, 
while his attainments, and the profitable use to | 
which he could apply them, were exhibited with a 
modeaty that seemed to be alarmed at the admira- 
tion which such attainments and sucha use of 
them naturally excited, 
The honorable gentleman who announced to | 


who speak, and many who listen, were startled, 
not only with the painful intelligence, but with the 
ending beneath the very dis- 
ease which has deprived our House of so useful a 
member, and the nation of so faithful a servant. 
May we not hope, Mr. Speaker, that the hand 
of afflictive Providence, thus visible among us, 


will direct us to a more faithful discharge of the || 


high duties imposed upon us; and that while we 
pause to do honor to the memory of so good a 


effectually to the nation, and in our grief, to bury 
our passions, our pride, and our selfishness. 

One word more, Mr. Speaker, and J will cease 
to trespass on the patience, or to tax the courtesy 
of this House. One word more, and I will ur it: 


with you and my brother members, in the adop- || 


tion of those resolutions which give expression to 
our feelings on this painful bereavement, and then 
we will separate, that we may, in silence and soli- 


! 
| 
| 
Meh form | tude, extract from this Providence the benefits 
a part—have a peculiar grief in the deprivation | which it is capable of conferring by a right use. 


There are few in this Hall, I imagine, Mr. 
Speaker, who had not some knowledge of the 
character of the deceased; and none, I venture to 
say, who had nota respect for him just in propor- 
tion to that knowledge. 1 confess that, though 
older than he, I had learned to love the man for 
the beautiful simplicity of his character, to ad- 
mire him for his social virtues, and to respect him 
for his enviable attainments. The friendship which 
was consequent upon intercourse, was a prize 


this House the fearful intelligence upon which we | which made life deligttful, and the pain conse- 
are now acting, and the honorable gentleman | quent upon his unexpected death deprives the grief 


who followed him, took occasion to say, that Mr. | 


Kine, though enjoying the advantages of high || was covetous of his intercourse. 


collegiate education, declined professional pursuits 
that he might indulge his taste for Agriculture; 
and it was with his landed estate as with his men- 
tal gifts, it was not the bare possession that he 
prized, but the improvement; nothing with him re- | 
mained unproductive—the wide-spread farm, the 
well-stored intellect, and the treasures of domestic 
affection, year by year eee in beauty and 
usefulness, by well directed skill and careful culti- 
vation. 

Mr. Kine, sir, wasa gentleman—a gentleman of 





of utterance, I was proud of his friendship as I 


He was kind in 
granting both to me; 


* But greater gifts were his—a happier doom, 
A brighter genius, and a purer heart; 
A fate more envied, and an earlier tomb.” 


The question was then taken on the resolutions, 
and they were unanimously agreed to. 
And the House accordingly adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Sarurpayr, July 27, 1850. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, presented the 


that school which teaches self abnegation when || credentials of the Hon. Tuomas Ewine, appointed 


the feelings and Views of others are concerned. 


The apparent diffidence of his manners fora mo- || sioned by the resignation of the Hon. 


by the Governor of Ohio to fill the vacancy occa- 


HOMAS 
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him the honor of || 


July 27, 


Corwin. Mr. Ewine, having be 
took his seat. : ey qualified, 
On motion by Mr. SEBASTIAN, 
Ordered, That Lemuel R. 
draw his peipiie td aie Gide of the Beane, eave 0 with. 
| Mr. DOUGLAS, in pursuance of 
duced the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the following be and the same is 


notice, intro. 


as a standing rule of the Senaie: Adopted 
“That the “ previous question”’ shall he ad 
manded by a majority of the members of mitted when qe. 


: the 
ent; and its effect shall be to put an end to all deta 
’ 


bring the Senate to a direct vote—Ist, » 
commit, if such motion shall have been hades MOtiON to 
motion does not prevail, then, 2d, upon amen 
ported by a committee, if any; then, 34, upon pend 
amendments ; and finally, where such question shail hat 
been decided, or where none shali have been Offered me 
where none may be pending, then it shall be woon ‘the 
main question or questions leading directly to a final ~ 
cision of the subject matter pending before the Senate > 
_ a motion for the previous question, and prior to the seen, 
ing of the same, a call of the Senate shall be in order. - 
after a majority shall have seconded such motion, no... 
shall be in order prior to a decision of the main question . 
On a previous question there shall be no debate. Ajj j, 2 
| dental questions of order arising after a motion shaq he : 
been made for the previous question, and pending aie 
| motion, shall be decided, whether on appeal or Otherwise 
| without debate.”? ’ 


Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Prin. 
ing, to whom was referred the motion to print jhe 
message of the President concerning Lieutentan; 
Webster’s report, reported in favor of printing the 
same; which was agreed to. e 


OBITUARY. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives by the Clerk, announcing the 
death of the Hon. Danser P. Kine, a member of 
| the House from the State of Massachusetts, and 
| the proceedings had thereon. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. Mr. President, 
| in listening to the painful intelligence which has 
| been announced to us by the message from the 
| House, I may be pardoned if I give utterance to 
| feelings in which I am sure many will sympathize, 
| The grave should not close over the remains of a 


and if th, 
dinents mh. 








|| co-laborer so pure in heart, and so upright in pur. 


| pose, without some expression of our sense of his 
| merit—of our regret at his decease—of our sym. 
| pathy with his surviving friends. 

| [have known Mr. Kine for many years; and, 
| without entering into the details of a life usefully 
| and honorably spent, I may observe that he was a 
| graduate of Harvard University, in his native 
tate, bat, unlike most persons who go through 
| that course of education, instead of engaging in 
| professional pursuits, he devoted himself to Agri- 
culture. In this employment upon his own estate 
in Danvers, he will be long remembered for the 
| zeal with which he prosecuted his business, and 
| the influence which he exercised in promoting and 
encouraging useful improvements in the art of 
| husbandry. 

His character and intelligence in the pursuit 
| which he had chosen to be the business of his |ife 
combined to recommend him for places of public 
trust and confidence. His townsmen frequently 
elicited him to represent them in the Legislature of 


|| the Commonwealth, and he was once chosen to 
|| preside over the House as its S 


ker. He was 
also elected by the county of Essex one of its 
Senators, and was, during his service in that body, 
made its presiding officer. In these stations he 
acquitted himself in a manner so creditable that, 
in a district distinguished for gentlemen of learn- 
ing and other intellectual accomplishments, he 





was selected as a candidate for Congress, and 
had, when brought to his untimely end, entered 
| upon a fourth period of service. Honored as he 
had been with many and repeated marks of conli- 
dence by those who knew best his worth, sti! his 
rural pursuits had stronger charms than public 
life, and it was his purpose to leave these eham- 
| bers at the end of this Congress to enjoy the 
pleasures of his farm and his home. _ 

Mr. President, death has disappointed these 
anticipations. He who was with us, uniting !0 
our counsels, only a few days ago, has left a seat 
' vacant and gone to his account. ; 

While we were gathering round the bier of that 

t and man of whose counsels we have 

en recently bereaved, he embraced the opportu- 

nity afforded by a su ion of business to visit 

his family. While at his home, and in the midst 

of those most dear to him, he was seized with the 
disease which terminated bis life. 

Many greater men have died, but few better— 
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oe 

ose virtues shine more conspicuous! y— } 
atriotism was warmer, or whose pure, || 
piemished character entitled them more em- | 

willy to be called good men. ; 

Pe. D. concluded by offering the following: 


ew wh 
whose Pp 


That 
ewe message fron the House of Representatives, an- 
i) 


* ing the death of the Hon. Damen P. Kino, a Repre- 
waive from Massachuretts. 
wpsolved, ‘That in token of respect for the memory of the 
jecensed, the Senate will wear the usual eee 
orty *. badge 
4, That the Secretary of the Senate be directed to | 
nicate @ copy Of these proceedings to the family of | 


| 

com a | 
aed. 

Osleel That, as a further token of respect for the mem- | 


ory of the deceased, the Senate do now adjourn. 
‘And the Senate adjourned. | 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monpay, July 29, 1850. 

The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. || 
ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 

Mr. OLDS asked the unanimous consent of the | 
House, to introduce a resolution, which he sent 
io the Clerk’s table. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, (the Senate concurring therein,) That the Presi- | | 
dent of the Sente, and the Speaker of the House of Rep- 
resentatives adjourn their respective Houses on Monday, the || 
se day of August next, at 12 0°elock, m., to take a recess || 
yotil the first Monday in November next. 

The resolution having been read— 

The SPEAKER said, if there was no objection 
the resolution would be received. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania, rose and ob- | 
jected 1) 
, Mr. OLDS moved that the rules of the House | 
be suspended, to enable him to introduce the reso- | 





} 
| 





| 


jyion, and asked the yeas and nays on that motion; || 

which were ordered. 

Mr. ORR moved that there be a call of the 
House. 

Mr. JONES said, he desired to remark, that if | 
the gentleman who had offered the resolution 
would so change its form as to make it an absolute | 
adjournment, without the condition of a receas, | 
he (Mr. J.) would vote in favor of suspending the 
rules for its introduction. 

The SPEAKER said, no remarks were in order 
at this time. 

Mr. WENTWORTH was understood to say, 
that if the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. O_ps] would 
amend the resolution so as to provide that the ad- || 
mission of California was taken care of, he (Mr. || 
W.) would vote in favor of the motion to suspend | 
the rules. 

The SPEAKER stated the question to be on 
the motion of the gentleman from South Carolina, 
(Mr. Orn,] that there bea call of the House. 

Mr. ORR called for the yeas and nays on that 
motion; which were rofeaed 

And the question, Shall there be a call of the 
House?” was taken, and decided in the negative, 
without a division. 

Soa call of the House was refused. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, put an inquiry to 
the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot hear the 
gentleman from Maryland. 

Mr. EVANS desired to be informed whether 
the resolution was divisible? 

TheSPEA KER. The resolution is not divisible, 
because it does not contain two separate and dis- 
linct propositions. The resolution, if received, 
will be open to amendment, and if the latter portion 
of the resolution should be stricken out, the effect 
would be,to leave an absolute adjournment. The 
gentleman from Maryland (Mr: Evans} will per- 
celve, that it requires two separate and distinct 
Propositions, to authorize a division. 

Mr. INGE was understood to inquire of the 
Speaker, what was the question? 

The SPEAKER stated it to be, on the motion 
'0 suspend the rules, for the purpose of enabling 
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Oxps] to introduce 
the resolution. 

Mr. VAN DYKE asked that the resolution 
might be again read. 

And the resolution was accordingly read. 

Mr. ALLEN (scarcely heard) was understood 
Chay that he asked for information from the 

hair, in order that he might govern his vote ac- 
cordingly, He degired to know whether, if two- 





|| he had risen the other da 
| objection had been made. 
the Senate bas received with deep sensi- || a gg to all inquiries to the Chair. 
make an inquiry of the Chair. 


nessee (Mr. Jones] did not rise to a point of or- 
| der, but to an inquiry. 


|| would arrest him. 


|| say, that he had not been allowed to make an in- 


| Mr. Dver and the Chair, (of which part was 


The SPEAKER assented. 

Mr. JONES rose to put an inquiry to the Chair. 

Mr. DUER objected, on the ground, that when 
for a similar object, 

e (Mr. D.) therefore 





r. JONES submitted that he had a right to || 
Mr. DUER said, that the gentleman from Ten- | 
| 


Mr. JONES again suggested that it was his 
ight to do so. 


The SPEAKER said, the gentleman from Ten- 


|| nessee [Mr. Jones] had stated that he had risen to || 
make an inquiry of the Chair. 
| always indulged such inquiries. 


The Chair had | 
If a gentleman | 
went beyond the proper point of inquiry, the Chair |! 

Mr. DUER manny heard) was understood to 
quiry of the Chair. 

The SPEAKER made a reply, (not heard dis- || 
tinctly in the confusion,) but was understood to || 
say, that the Chair did not precisely recollect the 
instance to which the gentleman had referred. 
The practice had been uniform to allow inquiries 
to be put to the Chair. 

Mr. INGE was understood to suggest, that the 
Chair had always indulged such inquiries; but that 


when objection was made, they could not be put. || 
The SPEAKER. The Chair has stated, that || 


|| where a gentleman rises to make an inquiry, he || 


was indulged, unless it appeared that the inquiry || 
was beyond the point usually allowed. A gentle- 
man may rise to make an inquiry on a point of 


| order affecting the action of the House. 


Some further conversation followed between 


heard and part not.) 

Mr. DUER submitted, that the inquiry must 
be confined to a point of order. 

The SPEAKER assented. 

Mr. DUER withdrew his objection, remarking 
that he should hereafter insist on the privilege be- 
ing general. | 

Mr. JONES resumed the floor, remarking that || 
he should have concluded long ago if he had not || 
been interrupted. He desired to be informed by | 
the Speaker, whether, if the House should take a 
recess, the members would be entitled to mileage 
as in the case of a regular adjournment. 

The SPEAKER interposed to order. 

Mr. DUER made a remark,of which nothing || 
was heard on the left of the Chair. 

Mr. INGE put an inquiry to the Speaker, (not || 
heard by the reporter,) to which the Speaker re- | 

lied— 

The CHAIR has already stated, that if the rules || 
should be suspended, the resolution would be open || 
to amendment. | 

The question was then taken, ‘‘ Shall the rules || 
be suspended?”’ 

Before the vote was announced— 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee, who was not in | 
his seat at the moment his name was called, asked 
the unanimous consent of the House to record his | 
vote. | 

Objection was made. 


Objection was made. 

So the vote of neither gentleman was recorded. 

Mr. WOODWARD rose and said, that on Sat- | 
urday last he had paired off with a member of the | 
House, but that he (Mr. W.) had this morning 
voted inadvertently. He, therefore, asked the 
unanimous consent of the House to withdraw his 
vote. 


No objection having been made, the vote of Mr. | 


W. was withdrawn. 
The result of the vote was then announced, 
as follows: 
YEAS—Mesers. Albertson, Allen, Anderson, Ashe, Av- 
erett, Bay, Briggs, William J. Brown, Burt, E. C. Cabetl, 
. , Clingman, Cole, Crowell, Daniel, Edmund- 
son, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Ewing, Giddings, 
Goodenuw, Green, Hall, Haralson, Harlan, Sampson W. 
Harris, Hoagland, Holladay, Howard, Hubbard, Inge, Jos. 
W. Jackson, William ‘T. Jackson, Robert W. Johnson, 
Julian, Kaufman, La Sére, , Mason, McDonald, 
McQueen, MeWillie, Meacham, Morris, Morse, Ogle, Olds, 
Orr, Otis, Owen, Potter, Powell, Riley, Robinson, Rock- 
well, Ross, Seddon, Sprague, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard 
pson, 
ell- 





Sweetser, Ta Thomas, Jacob Thom 


ton might not be changed as to the time, éec.? ON AYS—Mesers. Alexander, Alston, Baker, Bayly, Ben- 
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nett, Bingham, Bissell, Booth, Boyd, Breck, Brooks, Buel, 
Barrows, Chester Butler, Thomas 8. Butler, Joseph P. 
Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Cartter, Casey, Chandler, 
Clarke, Cleveland, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Conger, Cur- 
win, Deberry, Dimmick Dixon, Doty, Duer, Duncan, Dun- 
ham, Durkee, Fowler, Gilmore, Gort, Hulioway, Hamilton, 
Haymond, Uebard, Henry, Hibbard, Hilkard, Houston, 


| Hewe, Hunter, Andr: w Johnson, Jones, J. G. King, Jobe A. 
| King, Preston King, Horace Mann, Job Mana, Matte on, 
| MeClernand, McDowell, McGaughey, MeKissock, Me Lane- 


han, F. E. McLean, Morton, Nelson, Outlaw, Peaslee, Peck, 
Putnam, Reynolds, Richardson, Robbins, Rumsey, Sackeit, 


| Savage, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Shepperd, Silvester, 


Spaniding, Stanty, Thaddeus Stevens, Stetson, James 


| Thompson, Walden, Waldo, Watkins, Wentworth, White, 


Wildrick, Williams, Winthrop, and Young—92. 
So the rules were not suspended. 
And the resolution was not received. 
CONTESTED ELECTION FROM IOWA. 


Mr. VAN DYKE asked the unanimous consent 
of the House to offer a resolution, at the same 


| time giving notice, that if objection was made he 
| should move that the rules be suspended for the 
| purpose of enabling him to introduce it. 


The resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of this House ascertain, as enon 
as possible, the legal expenses of the contested election for 
the first congressional district, in the State of low, and to 
pay the same out of the contingent funds of thie Honse ; and 


that he also pay out of said fund to Daniel F. Miller, the 
|| contestant in said election, his mileage and per diem allow- 
|} anee from the commencement of the present session of 


Congress until the said contest was determined by this 
Honse. 


Objection was made to its introduction. 
The question recurred on the motion of Mr. 
an Dyxe to suspend the rules, 


Mr. KAUFMAN inquired of the Speaker, 


| whether it would now be in order to move that the 


rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union? 

The SPEAKER said, that that motion would 
not be in order, because a motion to suspend the 
rules was already pending. 

Mr. JONES desired to inquire of the Chair, 
whether the resolution proposed to be introduced 
by the gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. Vaw 
Dyxe} provided for the payment of the contestant. 

The SPEAKER having renplied— 

Mr. JONES objected, he said, to the introduc- 
tion of the resolution. 

The question, ‘* Shall the rules be suspended ,"’ 
was then taken, and decided in the affirmative— 


|| ayes 110, noes 40. 


So the rules were suspended and the resolution 
was received. 

And the question being on its adoption— 

Mr. VAN DYKE demanded the previous ques- 
tion. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 


| main question was ordered. 


The question was taken and decided in the af- 
firmative. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. CROWELL moved to reconsider the vote 
and to lay the motion on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to, 

THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. INGE asked the unanimous consent to re- 
port, by instruction from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, a resolution to make the 


|| business relative to the District a special order. 
Mr. FEATHERSTON made a similar request. || 
|| stowed by the House upon the business of the 


He remarked that no attention had yet been be- 


District. 
ween resolution was read for information, as fol- 
ws: 

Resolved, That bills reported from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia be made the special order of the day 
for the secon! Friday in August next, and that they be con- 
sidered in the order in which they stand on the calendar. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. INGE moved to suspend the rules. 

Mr. DUER said, if the gentleman would fix a 
different day he would vote for suspending the 
rules to receive the resolution. 

Calls to order. 

Mr. INGE said, the day could be fixed after the 
rules were suspended. i 

The question was taken, and decided in the neg- 
ative. 

So the rules were not suspended, and the reso- 
lution was not received. 

MESSENGERS, Kc. 

Mr. McDONALD asked leave to report a rego- 
lution from the Committee on Accounts; which 
was read as follows : 
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Resolved, That the Doorkeeper be authorized to employ 
two scavengers and one messenger, in addition to the num- 
ber at present provided for by the resolutions of the House. 


Objections were made. 

Mr. McD. moved to suspend the rules for the 
reception of the resolution. 

Mr. CARTTER wished to move an amend- 
ment. 

The SPEAKER said, no’ amendment was in 
order, the resolution not having been received. 

Mr. CARTTER called for the reading of the 
amendment. 

The SPEAKER ‘aid, it could only be’ read by 
the unanimous consent. 

Objections were made. 

‘Lhe question was taken onsuspending the rules, 
and decided in the negative. 

So the resolution was not received. 

Mr. BURT asked the unanimous consent of the 
House to submit a motion, that the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union be dis- 
charged from the bil! entitled “An act to increase 
the Commissariat of the United States Army.”’ 
He asked it merely, that the bill might take its 
place on the Speaker’s table. [t was not his inten- 
tion to ask action upon the bill now. 

Mr, JONES objected. 

Mr. BURT moved that the rules be suspended 
for the purpose. 

The question was put, and decided in the nega- 
tive. 

CALIFURNIA—THE APPROPRIATION BILLS. 

Mr. WENTWORTH asked the general consent 
to offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Cong‘ess ought not to fix the (lay for the 


adjournment of the present session ‘until the California 


question shall be disposed of, and the general appropriation 
bills passed. 

Mr. GREEN and others objected. 

Mr. WENPWORTH moved to suspend the 
rules for the reception of the resolution, and de- 
murided the yeas and nays. 

Mr. ROBINSON moved to lay the resolution 
on the table. 
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The SPEAKER said, a motion to lay on the 
table was not in order; the resolution not having 
been recerved. A 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. ASHE catled for the reading of the resolu- 
tion; which was read. 

The question was taken, and decided in the neg- 
ative, (two-thirds ‘not voting therefor,) yeas 99, 
nays 83; as follow: 

Y BAS—Messrs. Atexander, Allen, Ashmun, Baker, Ben- 
nett, Bingham, Bissell, Bokee, Booth, W J. Brown, Buel, 
burrows, T. B. Butler, J. Cable, Calvin, Campbell, Cartter, 
Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Cleveland, Cole, Corwin, Dim- 
mick, Disney, Dixon, Doty, Duer, Vanean, Dunham, Dur- 
kev, Nathan Evans, Fitch, Fowler, Gerry, Gilmore, Goode- 
now, Gorman, Gou, Gould, Halloway, Harlan, Thomas L. 
Flarrris, Hebard, Henry, Hibbard, Hoagland, Howe, Hunter, 
William T. Jackson, Julian, James G. King, John A. King, 
Preston King, Littlefield, Horace Mann, Job Mann, Matte- 
sou, McOlernand, MeGatghey, McKissock, MeLanahen, 
Meacham, Morris, Nelson, Ogle, Otis, Peaslee, Peck, Pit- 
man, Potter, Putnam, Reed, Richardson, Risley, Rock- 
well, Root, Rumsey, Sackett, Schermerhorn, Schoolcrafi, 
Silvester, Spaai@ing, Sprague, Thaddeus Stevens, Stetson, 
‘Taylor, James Thompson, Underhill, Walden, Waldo, 
Wentworth, White, Whittlesey, Wildtick, Wilmot, Win- 
throp, Wood, and Young—99. 

NAYS-- Messrs.’ Albertson, Alston, Anderson, Ashe, 
Averett, Bay, Bayly, Bowdon, Boyd, Breck, Briggs, 
Erooks, Burt, Chester Butler, E. C. Cabell, George A. 
Caldwell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Clingman, Williamson R. 
W. Cobb, Conger, Daniel, Deberry, Edmundson, Ewing, 
Featherston, Freedley, Giddings, Greene, Hall, Hamilton, 
Haralson, Isham Gy.Harris; Sampson W. Harris, Haymond, 
Hitliard, Holladay, Holmes, Houston, Howard, Hubbard, 
Inge, Joseph W. Jackson, Andrew Johnson, James L. 
Jotason, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Kaulman, Kerr, La 
are, Leffler, Marshall, Mason, MeDonald, MeDowell, 
Finis B. McLean, McQueen,’ MeWillie, Morse, Morton, 
Ore, Outlaw, Owen, Parker, Powell, Robbins Robinson, 
Rovs, Savage, Seddon, Shepperd, Frederick P. Stanton, 
Riehard H, Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, Thomas, 
Jacob Thompson, John B. Thompson, Toombs, Van Dyke, 
Venatte, Wattace, Watkins, Wellborn, and Williams—x3. 

So the rules were not suspended. 

EARLY ADJOURNMENT. 


Mr. ROBINSON asked leave to offer. the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the soonest way to effect the passage of 
the appropriation billa, and the admission of California, is 
to fix an early day for adjournment. 

{Mr, ASHE, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, made a regort.) 

ee was made to the reception of the res- 
olution. 

Mr. ROBINSON’ asked the yeas and nays on 
the motion to euspend the rules. 








TheSPEAKER. The House will come to order. 
Gentlemen are requested to resume their seats, to 
suspend conversation, and to observe order. 

The question was taken on ordering the yeas 
and nays, and they were refused. 

And the question, ‘‘Shal! the rules be suspended ?”’ 
was then taken, and decided in the negative, two- 
thirds not voting therefor. 

So the rules were not suspended— 

And the resolution was not introduced. 


ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee, asked the unani- 
mous consent of the House to introduce a resolu- 
tion, which he-sent to the Clerk’s table, giving no- 
tice at the same time that, if objection was:made, 
he should move that the rules be suspended to en- 
cble him to introduce the resolution. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, (thé Senate concurring,) That the President of 
the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representa- 
tives, adjourn their respective Houses sine die, on the first 
Monday of September next, at twelve o’clock, m. 

The resolution having been read— 

The SPEAKER said, is there any objection? 

Several members objected. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee, moved that the || 


rules be suspended for the purpose of enabling 
him to introduce the resoluion, and asked. the 
yeas and nay3 on that motion. 

The question being put, the Speaker said, a suf- 
ficient number had not voted to order the yeasand 
nays. 

Tellers were appointed, (Messrs: Duncan and 
McQueen.) 

The question was again put, and forty-one mem- 
bers voted in favor of the years and nays. 

So they were ordered. 


And the question, ‘“‘ Shall the rules be sus- | 
| pended ?”’ was then taken. 


Before the vote was announced— 

Mr. BOCOCK rose and addressed the Speaker, 
(as if to vote.) 

The SPEAKER. Was the gentleman from 
Virginia [Mr. Bococx] within the bar when his 
name was Called ? 


Mr. BOCOCK. —I was not within the-bar. 


The SPEAKER. Then the gentleman is not || 


entitled to vote. 

Mr. BOCOCK, Tam aware of that fact, but I 
desire to say, that had I been in my seat I should 
have voted ‘‘aye,’’ as I shall do upon every mo- 
tion to adjourn. 

The result was announced—yeas 86, nays 99; 
as follow: 

YEAS—Messrs, Albertson, Allen, Alston, Anderson, Ashe, 
Ashmun, Averett, Bay, Bayly, Bowdon, Breck, Briggs, 
Burt, Thomas B. Butler, E. C, Cabell, Joseph Cable, George 
A. Caldwell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Clingman, Williamson R. 
W. Cobb, Daniel, Deberry. Edmundson, Alexander Evans, 


Nathan Evans, Ewing, Featherston, Gilmore, Gorman, || 


Green, Hall, Hamilton, Haralson, Isham G. Harris, Samp- 
son W. Harris, Hoagland, Holladay, Houston, Howard, 
Habbard, Ince, Joseph W. Jackson, Andrew Johnson, 
James L. Jihnson, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Julian, 
Kaufman, La Sére, Leffler, Job Mann, Marshall, Mason, 
MeDonald, McGaughey, Finis E. McLean, McMullen, 
McQueen, McWillie, Morehead, Morris, Morse, Ogle, 
Olds, Orr, Parker, Powell, Reed, Robinson, Rockwell, 
Ross, Savage, Seddon, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. 
Stanton, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Toombs, Underhill, Van 
Dyke, Venable, Wallace, Watkins, Wellborn, and Wil- 
liams—86. 


NAYS+—Messrs. Alexander, Baker, Bennett, Bingham, || 


Bissell, Bokee, Booth, Boyd, Brooks, William J. Brown, 
Buel, Burrows, Chester Butler, Calvin, Campbell, Cartter, 
Chandler, Clarke, Cleveland, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Cor- 
win, Crowell, Dimmick, Disney, Dixon, Doty, Duer, Dun- 
ean, Dunham, Durkee, Fitch, Fowler, Freedley, Gerry, 
Giddings, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Halloway, Harlan, Tho- 
mas L. Harris, Haymond, Henry, Hibbard, Hilliard, Howe, 
Hunter, William T. Jackson, Kerr, James G. King, John 
A. King, Preston King, Levin, Horace Mann, Matteson, 
McClernand, McDowell, McKissock, Meacham, Morton, 
Nelson, Otis, Outlaw, Peaslee, Peck, Pitman, . Putnam, 
Richardson, Risley, Robbins, Root, Rumsey, Sackett, 
Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Shepperd, Silvester, Spaulding, 
Sprague, Stanly, ‘Mhaddeus Stevens, Stetson, Sweetser, 
Taylor, J. B. Thompson, Walden, Waldo, Wentworth, 
White, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Wilmot, Winthrop, Wood, 
and Young—99. 

So the rules were not suspended, and the reso- 
lution was not received. 


» Mr. CARTTER called for the regular order of 
business. 


The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
ness is the call of the States for petitions. But, 
by the rules of the House, motions to suspend the 
rules are in order to-daye 

- RATES OF POSTAGE. 
“Mr. POTTER (under instructions’ from ‘the 


} 








| cial order of ‘the day for the second 
|| August, (two weeks from this day.) 


asked the unanimous consent of the Ho 
| Introduce a resolution providing that the bil) Say 
tofore reported from that Committee, to ah 
_ and modify the rates of postage, be made the S 


Monday , 


ee we made. 
r. ER moved a suspension of 
“Mr. CONGER asked the Yeas and te —_ 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, called f 
tellers on the yeas and nays. a 
| ‘Tellers were refused. 
And the yeas and nays were refused. 
And the question, ‘* Shall the rules be 
ed ?’’ was taken and decided in the negati 
thirds not voting in the affirmative.) 
So the rules were not suspended, and the resoly 
tion was not received. - 
Mr. WHITE inquired whether it: would poy 
be in order to move to suspend the rules for the 
purpose of going into Committee of the Whole o, 
the State of the Union? 
The SPEAKER said, that motion would be jy 


Suspend. 
ve, (two. 


|| order. 


Mr. WHITE made the motion, 

Mr. RICHARDSON asked him to withdray 
Mr. WHITE declined. 
And the question was taken and decided in th, 
| affirmative. 

So the House resolved itself into Commitiee of 
| the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Born, 


|| of Kéntucky, in the chair.) 


CALIFORNIA. 

The regular business before the committee was 
the special message of the President of the United 
States relating to California, &c. 

Mr. BAYLY moved to lay aside the message, 
| and take up the bill No, 208. 

Several voices. What is the bill? 

Mr. BAYLY. | It is the bill. making appropri- 
ations for revolutionary pensions. 

Mr. THURSTON inquired of the Chairman 
whether the motion to lay aside was debatable. 

The CHAIRMAN replied that no question re. 
| lating to the priority of business was debatable, 

Mr, PRESTON KING called for the reading 
of the resolution heretofore adopted by the House, 
by whieh debate on the California message hai 
been terminated, &c. 

The order was. read. 

Mr. KING now made the point of order, that 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union was acting under this order—that it gave 
express instructions to the committee to act apon 
and dispose of the subject to which it referred, and 
that it was not, therefore, in order to proceed to 
other business. 

The CHAIR overruled the point of order. 

Mr. KING appealed from the decision. 

Some conversation followed on the point of or- 
der, between Mr, Jones and the Chair. 

Mr. McMULLEN desired: to be informed by 
the Chair, whether there was not some rule which 
gave priority to appropriation bills? If so, be 
| asked that it might be read. 

The CHAIRMAN. There is such a rule. 

Mr. McMULLEN.._ | ask that it may be read. 

Some further conversation followed on the point 
of order, between Mr. Jones, Mr. Preston Kine, 
and the Chair. 

The Clerk then read the following rule: 


« No. 135. In Committee of the Whele on the state of 
the Union, the bills shall be taken up and disposed of 10 
their order on the calendar; but when objection is made © 
the consideration of a bill, a majority of the comuiltee 
shall decide, without debate, whether it shall be taken «) 
and dis of, or jaid aside: provided, that general 4 
propriation bills, and, in time of war, bills for raising me? 
or money, and bills Concerning a treaty of peace, shall b 
preferred to all other bills, at the discretion of the comnti 
| and when demanded by any member, the question shall 
first be put in regard to them.”? 


Mr. PRESTON KING asked that the rule ov 
thorizing the Honse to make the order to which 
he had referred might be read. 

The CHAIRMAN directed it:to be read. 

Mr. CASEY (whilst the Clerk was turning 
the rule) asked for the reading of the follow'ns 
rule; which was read: 


* No 80. General bills shall, be in order in 
preference to any other bills of a public nature, unless otber- 
wise ordered by @ majority of the House.” 
ed : 








‘Mr. BAYLY » eet When the’ def- 
‘ciency bill was tak a “in Committee of the 
Whole off the state of the Union, this precise qu 


fort 
dist 
siat 
can 
J 
cor 


dis 
" 


























































end. 
‘Wo. 


Oly. 


how 
the 


e On 


ng 
e, 


ad 
at 
ne 


yn 


id 





arose, and a ver large majority decided that H 
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wm motion to lay aside was in, OPO 
Oe Clerk then read the rule, as follows: 


.. standing rule or order of the House shall be re- 
_ a. changed, without one day’s notice being given 


eugene therefor; nor shall any rule be suspended ex- 
of V 


i 

, a vote of at least two-thirds of the members present ; | 
“7 al the order of business, as established by the rules, || 
out sh ned or changed, except by a vote of at least two- | 
be pos ve the members present. The House may, at any | 
wie a vote of a majority of the members present, sus- | 
m ne rales and orders, for the purpose of going into the | 
yed aan of the Whole House on the state of the Union; |) 
elas for providing for the discharge of the Commitiee of | 
wt pole rian, and the Committee of the Whole House || 
we ¥ state of the Union, from the further consideration of | 
- il ‘referred to it, after acting without debate on all | 
ey ndenents pending, and that may be offered.” 
The question on the appeal was taken, and de- || 
ded in the affirmative—ayes 114, noes 12. 
"So the decision was sustained, and the motion | 
of Mr. Bayty was decided to be in order. 
The question recurring upon agreeing to the said || 
motion— 1 
Tellers were asked and ordered, and Messrs. | 
Warvo, and Harris of Tennessee, were ap- || 
ointed. 
The question was taken, and the Tellers reported | 
_ayes 83, noes 86. : ie 
So the committee refused to lay aside the Cali- | 


fornia message, and biil. 
CALIFORNIA. 

Qo the President’s message upon the subject of } 
California, and the bill to admit the State of Cali- 
fornia into the Union, which had reposed without | 
disturbance in Committee of the Whole on the 
sate of the Union since the 15th ultimo, again 
came up in order. 

The general debate had been closed, and the || 
committee had been engaged in voting upon and 
discassing amendments under the five minutes rule. | 





Mr. GREEN had moved the following amend- 
ment; which was read: 

Provided, however, That the southern boundary of the 
State of California shall be the parallel of latitade of thirty- 
six degrees and thirty minutes: 4nd provided, further, That 
the line of thirty-six degrees and thirty minutes of north 
latitude, known as the Missouri compromise line, as defined | 
by the eighth section of an act entided “An act to authorize 
the people of the Missouri ‘Territory to form a constitution | 
and Stale government, and for the admission of such State 
into the Union on an equal footing with the original States. 
and to prohibit slavery in certain territories,’ approved 
Mareh sixth, eighteen hundred and twenty, be, and the same 
is hereby, declared to extend to the Pacific ocean, and that 
said eighth section, together with the compromise therein 
effected, is hereby revived, and declared to be in full force | 
and binding for the future organization of the territories of | 
the United States, in the same sense and with the same 
understanding with which it was originally adopted; and 

5 upon the ratification of the boundaries of the State of Cali- | 
fornia, as hereby limited and declared by the people of said 
State, and in such manner as the Legislature thereof may 
propose, the admission of said State into the Union on an 
equal footing with the original States, shall, by proclamation 


| 
The state of the question was this: | 
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| the Legislature thereof may propose, the admission of said | 
| State into the Union on an equal footing with the original 


| complete. ind provided, further, That the line of thirty-six || 





So the amendment to the amendment was agreed to. i remarking that he had no feeling upon the sub- 
Mr. GREEN proposed to modify his amend. | ject. 


ment as amended, to read as follows: | The question recurring upon the amendment of 
Provided, however, That the southern boundary of the || Mr. Green as amended— 
State of California shall be the parallel of latitude of thirty- || Mr. MARSHALL moved to amend the amend- 


six degrées and thirty minutes; and upon the ratification of | ment of Mr. Green, as follows: 
the boundaries of the State of California, as hereby limited | Strike mt. the corde Re » th d 
and deelared by the people of said State, in such manner as | . IO Ene Sante. Byres oe 
with the same understanding with which it was 
originally adopted,” and insert in lieu thereof the 
words: * prohibiting slavery north and permit- 
degrees and thirty minutes of north latitude, known as the || “OS tt south of the line aforesaid, until the people 
Missouri compromise line, as defined by the eighth section are authorized to form a State government.’ 
of an act entitled “An act to authorize the people of the || Mr, M, said, that the amendment proposed 


Missouri Territory to form a constitution and State govern- || j i w 
ment, and for the admission of such State into the Union | by the gentleman from Missouri [Mr Greex] 


on au equal footing with the original States, and to prohibit establishes the aa tha efice line of 1820 to the 
slavery in certain territories,” approved Mareh sixth, eigh- | Pacific, but leaves the effect to be produced by 
oar Mees Eeelenad otek a oJ = Saetam | this act so ambiguous as to require some further 
5 B c si } ; ; ; 

section, together with the sdugiaiaien therein..efiected, and more definite parecer of its ee The 
is hereby revived, and declared to be in full foree and | Passage of the gentleman’s amendment would im- 
binding for the future organization of the territories of the || port a compromise, but we should hereafter dispute 
United States, in the same sense and with the same under- || as to terms and their effect; therefore, to avoid 
ee teen ry tery CNY RON || such misfortune, | suggest the amendment under 

This modification, he said, would enable the | consideration, We owe the duty to ourselves and 
committee to vote separately upon the question of || to our constituents to act in this matter plainly— 
extending the Missouri compromise line through || to leave no room for misconstruction. I want no 
the Territory, and through the State. || point to hang a doubt upon. [tis contended that 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, objected to || the local law—the law of Mexico—now prohibits 
the modification, and raised the point of order, || slavery in the country acquired under the treaty of 
that the gentleman had no power to make it. He || Guadalupe Hidalgo, If this be so, should we run 
stated, that, in his opinion, the modification would | the line of 1820 through it, prohibiting slavery 
materially change the character of the amendment, || north thereof and saying merely that this act shall 





States, shall, by proclamation of the President, be deciared 


and explained in what respect. || be received in the sense in which the act of 1820 
Mr. GREEN proposed to explain the purport | was adopted, I respectfully submit that the act 


The CHAIRMAN said he could do so only by || slaveholding States and free States wil! be left at 
general consent. In the opinion of the Chair, \ open issue as to its force and effect. I want no de- 
from the opportunity he had for examination, the || cree whose terms are so doubtful that they cannot 
modification did not materially affect the force of 1 be understood. If we mean to permit, allow, or 
the amendment. | protect slavery in any part of the Territory—if we 

Mr. GREEN said he would move a pro forma || mean that the slaveholder may go to the Territory 
amendment, to enable him to explain his proposed || prior to the adoption of a State constitution, and 
modification. | carry his slave property thither, let us say so in 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, called for || terms; and then we shall understand each other. 
the reading of the amendment as it now stood, and || Then the country will know some quiét. If, on 
as it would be, if the gentleman were allowed to | the other hand, the North intends to deny this 
modify it. right—to exclude the slaveholder from the Terri- 

The amendment, in both forms, was read. | tory, or even, by refraining from the exercise of 

Mr. GREEN explained, that the modification || the claimed power, to press the decision of the case 


of his modification. ! will be a vain thing—empty sound—by which the 
| 


| in no manner affected the sense or meaning of the || upon the courts, this amendment will be rejected. 
| amendment, It was a mere transposition of words, || For my own part, without a hope, now, of any fair 


required by the symmetry and congruity of the || adjustment of this dispute, I wish only to render 








of the President, be delared complete. 
Mr. INGE had moved to amend this amend- 
ment, as follows: 


Provided, That the people of any portion of said territory, 
when assembled in convention in pursuance of constitutional 
authority to frame a State constitution, have the right to | 
adopt or exclude African slavery, and their determination | 
of this question, either by the adoption or exclusion of Afri- 
cum slavery, shall be no obstacle to the admission of such 
State into the Union. 


The amendment to the amendment had been 
withdrawn and renewed, (for the purpose of speak- 
ing.) by many gentlemen, It was now the first 
question pending, 

INDIAN, APPROPRIATIONS, 


Mr. BAYLY moved to lay aside the California 
bill, and take up the bill making appropriations for 
the current and’ contingent expenses of the Indian 
Department, for the year ending 30th June, 1851. 

Mr. CARTTER made the point, that the mo- 
tion was not in order. 

The CHAIRMAN sustained the point of order, 
and ruled the motion out of order. 


CALIFORNIA. 

Mr. GORMAN remarking that he believed the 
amerdment was last in his hands, said he did not 
withdraw it. He wanted a vote. 

Mr. INGE asked for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Octe and 

ALLACE, Were appointed. 

Mr, KAUFP called for the reading of the 
amendment. 

The amendment was read. 


The at . 
imain ae eee decided in the af 





amendment. \| the amendment into an acceptable form, that the 
Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, insisted on || country may understand our respective positions, 
the porns of order. | and that we may truly understand each other. | sub- 
The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of order. || mit the matter to the judgment of the committee, 
Mr. STEVENS appealed from the decision. || Mr. ORR moved that the committee rise. 
Mr. CLINGMAN suggested, that if the modifi- i The question was taken, and 
cation could not be received, as such, the gentle- || The CHAIRMAN having counted the House, 
man might offer an amendment to the same effect. || announced—ayes 21, noes 86; no quorum. 
The question, ‘** Shall the decision of the Chair || Tellers were asked and ordered, and Messrs. 


stand as the judgment of the committee?” was || McQueen and Fow.er were appointed. 
taken, and the vote stood, ayes 40, noes 65. The question was then taken, and the commit- 


i 


No quorum voting, Tellers were called for. tee by ayes 12, noes 107, refused to rise. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, insisted on || The question then recurred on the amendment 
the enforcement of the rules. | of Mr. Marsmatt. 


Tellers were appointed, (Messrs Ewte and 


Mr. SEDDON asked the gentleman from Ken- 
Hatioway.) 


tucky [Mr. Marsmact] to withdraw the amend- 








The question was then again taken, and the vote || ment. 
stood, yeas 29, noes 81. | Mr. MARSHALL withdrew it. 
Still no quorum voting. The roll was then called. \ Mr. SEDDON (renewing the amendment) said: 


The committee rose and reported the names of 
the absentees to be entered upon the Journal. 
| A quorum having answered to their names, 
The CHAIRMAN resumed his seat. 


| I do not perceive the necessity, Mr. Chairman, of 
Mr. MASON moved that the committee rise, | 


the amendment offered by the gentleman from 
Kentucky; for, in my estimation, the language of 
the amendment offered by the gentleman from 
Missouri [Mr. Green] sufficiently embodies the 
same principle. In heretofore advocating that 
amendment, I have certainly understood it in that 
sense; and, indeed, I do not see how the Missouri 
compromise can be reaffirmed and applied to the 
new Territories in the sense and spirit of its origin- 
al adoption, without thereby recognizing the right 
of settlement with slaves south of the line. No 
historic fact is more certain than that the Missouri 
line was adopted and intended, as it has ever since 


for the purpose (he said) of offering a resolution. 
He said they had been engaged long enough in 
ineffectual efforts to make a settlement of the 


slavery question; he proposed the following plan: 


Resolved, That a committee of thirty-one be appointed 
to report by bill, or otherwise, as Scan as possible, a ju- 
dicious adjustment, in accordance with justice and the 
Constitution, of all the matters involving the “slavery | 

uestion,’’ as connected with the admission of States, or 

e formation of governments for the Territories of the 








United States. || operated, a8 a compromise—-a partition of the 
The question being on the motion to rise, | Louisiana acquisition between the slaveholding 
Mr. MASON asked for tellers. | and non-slaveholding sections of the Confederacy. 
Tellers were not ordered. || It is troe the right of settlement with slaves south 


And the question was taken und decided in the 
negative. 
the committee refused to rise. 
The question recurring Shall the decision of the | 
Chair stand as the j tof the committee? 
Mr, GREEN withdrew his proposal to modify, 


of the line was not recognized in terms, but only, 
as everybedy knows, because all the territory 
south of that line was subject to the jurisdiction 
of a slaveholding eesmnerey and under the oper- 
ation of laws recognizing and protecting property 
in slaves. When, therefore, the amendment of 











J 















































































y 


inl PF ampere NAS 2 fetes 

































1470 





the gentleman from Missouri to reaffirm 
and apply the Missouri line in the sense and spirit 
of its original adoption, ft cannot doubt its right- 
ful interpretation would sanction and recognize the 
right of settlement with slaves south of the line. 
Sull, if any doubt can exist, or is entertained by 
honorable members in relation to this construction, 
by all means let it be made explicit and clear be- 
yond the poesibility of misconstruction. With 
this purpose I shall cheerfully sustain and now 
advocate the amendment of the gentleman from 
Kentucky, We have already had, Mr. Chair- 
man, sad experience of the mischief arising from 
the use of ambiguous phrases, and the adoption 
of platforms of doubtful construction. I believe 
the present anti-slavery agitation owes much of 
ite extent and intensity to the mistaken policy 
of adopting delusive phrases and positions, sus- 
ceptible of double construction, with the vain 
purpose of uniting in party action the opposing 
sections of the Union. 

In the last Presidential canvass, instead of hav- 
ing a fair, just conception of the views of the two 
sections, each was deceived by such delusive con- 
structions and ambiguous phrases into the belief 
that they were acting on common principles, when 
the most redical difference in purpose and views_in 
fact prevailed. Such was certainly the case, to a 
considerable extent with the Democratic party. 
‘The doctrine of non-intervention, as it is called, 
unquestionably had a very different construction 
at the North and at the South. In my own State 
if it had received the construction put upon it here 
by nothern men, or been explained as it has since 
been by the distinguished candidate of the Demo- 
cratic party, I feel assured he could not have com- 
manded the vote even of my own State, staunch 
as she has ever been in her adherence to the prin- 
ciples und candidates of the Democracy. No, sir, 
a very different exposition was given of this doc- 
trine in the South. And now, when the difference 
is exhibited in legislative action here, the sense of 
disappointment and delusion adds greatly to the 
feeling of injustice and wrong which rankles in 
the breasts of the southern people. The party is 
shaken—wellnigh rent asunder by the legitimate 
result of such contrariant and antagonistic 
opinions, .The only earthly chance of ever re- 
uniting and consolidating it again, will be forever 
to discard such miserable shifts and deceptions, 
and to adopt some measure of justice and equality, 
such as the Missouri compromise, in a spirit and 
with an understanding that can admit in the future 
no paltering or equivocation. 

Mr. INGE called for the reading of the amend- 
ment. It wus read. 

Mr. McWILLIE asked Mr. Seppon to with- 
draw the amendment. 

Mr. SEDDON withdrew it. 

Mr. McWILLIE said that he renewed the 
amendment, with the hope that it would pass. He 
was aware that there were those who doubted the 
construction of the Missouri compromise line. 
That is, whether or not, when it prohibited slavery 
north of the parallel of 36° 30’ north latitude, 
it was to be understood as recognizing slavery 
south of that line. This is the only sensible mean- 
ing of the Missouri compromise—that it was a di- 
vision of the territory between the slaveholding 
and the non-slaveholding States. Butas this con- 
struction is doubted, and as certainty should be 
one of the first objects of every legislator, lam not 
for sending this question to the courts and involv- 
ing it in this free-soil controversy. The court 
has heretofore enjoyed the confidence of the coun- 
try, and we ought not to involve it in this contro- 
versy—the effect would be to destroy the influence 
of the court either North or South. If it decided 
against the South, it would, possibly, be denoun- 
ced as a free-soil court; and if it should decide 
against the North, it would be denounced as a pro- 
slavery court, and the Wilmot proviso would be 
applied. [Here Mr McW. was interrupted b 
Mr. Dever, of New York, who said that the North 
would abide the judgment of the court.] To 
this Mr. MeW, replied, that the vote which had 
just been taken gave evidence to the contrary; 
for on that vote nearly every northern Whig voted 
that no slave State should ever enter the Union, 
even though the people forming their constitution 
and applying for admission should desire it, He 
had counted the Whigs of the North as they Epes 
between the tellers, and they were like angels’ vis- 
its, few and far between. 

















1 hope this amendment will be adopted, as de- 
claratory of the true intent and meaning of the 
Missouri compromise, and that the compromise, 
when thus amended, will be adopted. I believe 
that it is the only settlement of the present slavery 
agitation, which has the strength necessary to give 
peace and quietto the country. I believe that any 
other settlement will plant the seeds of death in 
this Confederacy. It is a maxim that revolutions 
never go backwards; and any one who has noticed 
the present excitement cannot doubt but that its 
cause is onward—and onward—and downward— 
and downward—with a constantly accelerated ve- 
locity. This Missouri compromise has a pre- 
scription o€ thirty years in its favor—has been 
twice acquiesced in by the people, and is under- 
stood by everybody. Let us meet and settle this 
question—it is a political question which should 
be decided by Congress, and not by the courts. 
Let us act like men, meeting the responsibilities 
that are devolved upon us, and not shuffle them off 
on others, Congress has the power to remove the 
Mexican laws if they are of force in California, 
or the Territories. If, then, they exist by the suf- 
ferance of Congress, and should be removed, we 
ought not to refer the people to a lawsuit for the 
ascertainment of their rights. 

Mr. McW. withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. SWEETSER renewed the amendment of 
Mr. Marsna tt, for the purpose, he said, of re- 
plying to the remarks made by the gent!eman from 
Virginia, (Mr. Seppon,] and the gentleman from 
Mississippi, [Mr. McWiriie ] The gentleman 
from Virginia has taken occasion to put his con- 
struction upon the Democratic doctrine of non-inter- 
venlion, and maintains that the South, in the can- 
vass of 1848, held that the Democratic party were 
pledged by the platform of the National Conven- 
tion, to secure to the South their assumed claim to 
extend slavery into the Territories south of 36° JU’, 
and that the South gave their support to the nomi- 
nee of the Convention upon that construction of 
non-intervention, and would not have voted for 
General Cass upon any other terms. That the 
present position of the Northern and Western De- 
mocracy was in violation of the principle asserted 
and maintained in the canvass of 1848. 

Mr. S. said he had risento repel the implied 
charge of bad faith, and to give the true construc- 
tion to the national doctrine of non-intervention, 

He denied the construction of the gentleman 
from Virginia. He did not wish to be deceived 
himself, or deceive southern gentlemen upon the 
subject. It was time that all parties and sections 
of the country spoke out plainly upon this exci- 
nk topic. 

he North and West in their advocacy of the 
doctrine of non-inlervention, had maintained that 
non intervention was the let-alone policy, leaving 
to all sections of the country their legal and consu- 
tutional rights in the Territories, as they attached 
under the treaty of annexation, to be asserted and 
maintained in a legal and constitutional manner. 
He had hitherto believed that the patriotic Democ- 
racy of the South desired the question of slavery 
in the Territories left to the determination of the 
people of the Territories, and were willing to 
abide the decision of whatever right they claimed 
in regard to the extension of slavery into the Ter- 
ritories to be determined by the judicia! tribunals 
of the country, and ultimately to the people of the 
Territories in the establishment of their organic 
law. 

If southern gentlemen claimed more for the prin- 
ciple of non-intervention, and desired now to per- 
vert the national platform of the Democratic pariy 
into a license to extend slavery into any portion of 
the now free territory of the Union, it is time that 
there should be a perfect understanding upon that 
subject. The northern Democracy would not per- 
mit the perversion, nor submit to any construction 
of the issue openly and fairly made in 1848, 
which would sanction the extension of slavery into 
free territory. ‘The time has come for undisguised 
speaking and action upon this grave subject. Let 
us all speak out, and face the true issues, and take 
upon ourselves the responsibility which attaches. 

The North do not intend to give the South any 
license to extend tlavery. They do not believe 
that slavery cao lawfully go mto the Territories 
without the aid which it is not their purpose or in- 
tention to give. > 

The honorable gentleman from Mississippi has 
avowed that the South will not submit their rights 
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to extend slavery into the Territori iudieis 
determination, It was the first thane a nae oe 
that determination boldly avowed. He ne me 
intelligence and high character of the gente - 
who made the assertion, and had no doubt a 
sincerity in making it. Has it come to this < 
the South assert upon the floor of Con — 
constitutional and legal right, which hore, . 
wie submit to be determined by the sity 
un 
= Pe . nown to the Constitution competen, e 
Sir, has the Supreme Court of the Uni 
sunk so low that southern gentlemen = es 
ling to trust their constitutional rights to Da 
termined by that tribunal? Is it a want of eo é. 
dence in the court, or a distrust of the ieee 
right? The gentleman intimates his want of ¢ 
fidence in the court, and it is not for me to on 
tion his motives. oy 
Sir, | regret this avowal, and admonish 


: entle. 
men that their course will gain no idiveaion “ 
strength from a repetition. Sir, I repeat, ix jy 


ume we had a perfect understanding upon t 

ject. The northern Democracy ite doureae 
one in regard to their principles or their avowed de. 
termination to withhold all aid; license, or consen; 
to the extension of slavery into free territory, {/ 
the South have deceived themselves it is not m, 

fault, or the fault of the Democratic party, ang | 
intend to vindicate the Democracy of the Noh 
from all such intimations let them come from 
whom they may. I withdraw the amendmen, 

Mr, CLEVELAND renewed it, and said he 
believed oy had bad about talk enough on this 
question. The people throughout the couniry 
both South and North, demanded action and po: 
further talking. He therefore renewed the amend. 
ment for the purpose of having a vote, and be 
gave notice that he would not withdraw it for any 
gentleman. 

Mr. INGE suggested to the gentleman from 
Kentucky [Mr. Marsuatu] to modify the amend- 
ment by substituting the word “ protecting” for 
‘* permitting.” 

Mr. CLEVELAND said the amendment was 
now his, and he should consent to no modification, 

The amendment (originally offered by Mr. Man- 
SHALL) was again read. 

And the question being on its adoption— 

Tellers were asked and ordered, and Mr. 
McLean, of Kentucky, and Mr. Sweerser were 
appointed. 

Che question was taken and the tellers report- 
ed—ayes 43, noes 93. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. ORR moved that the committee rise. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, (in his seat)—“ and 
report the bill.” : 

The question was taken and decided in the neg- 
ative—ayes 28, noes 98. 

So the committee refused to rise. 

Mr. INGE renewed the amendment of Mr. 
MARSHALL, modifying it by substituting the word 
** protecting ’’ for ** permitting.’’ 

Mr. INGE said: | offer as an amendment to the 
proposition of the gentieman from Kentucky, just 
rejected by the committee, with a single alterauon, 
to wit: the suvstutution of the word ** protecting” 
for permitting, for the purpose of avowing a iis- 
tinction, for which I have always contended. |n 
my opinion the Constitution carries slavery to the 
Territories, whether the Mexican laws prohibited 
it anterior to their acquisition or not. W here such 
laws existed they were abrogated by the Consuu- 
tion. The North entertain a different opinion, 
which has from the beginning of this controversy 
been openly promulgated. ‘This of itself is 0)- 
struction to the practical enjoyment of our righis, 
which ought to be obviated. 

While | do not ask Congress to permit slavery, 
I do insist that it is- bound by legislation to secure 
its practical enjoyment in that portion of the ter 
ritory which may be allotted to the South by® 
parution; and therefore | will accept no adjust: 
ment whieh does not in effect remove all these ob 
structions which our adversaries say exist. | do 
not ask the creation of a right by legislation, but 
the protection of a constitutional right preéxisting. 
This to be adequate must be plain and explicl\— 
free from a double ing and not tainted with 
that jesuitical horror of slavery, which has so long 
marked the course of the North. No permissioo 's 
asked to emigrate to the Territories, but unequi¥o 
cal protection to our property after we get there. 
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"Pe concluded by withdrawing the amendment, 


est 0 
a me ‘WOODWARD, who renewed it. 


Mr. WOODWARD had but two views to pre- 

























nt, We were told, that if the question whether 

nis in slave property in the Territories, be recog- 
aed by the Constitution, should be determined 
te the courts either for or against those rights, 
vod faith, and rot for the decision of the court, 
sould bind the North to abstain from further in- 
wrference. Now, sit, this is delusive: the court 
night decide, that in the absence of prohibitory 
ipgislation, these rights were recognized by the 
Constitution, and yet, at the same time, decide that 
Cohgress could abolish slavery in the territories. 
And if Congress have such power, the exercise of 
it, when an occasion arose, would not be bad faith 
uwards the court, or any disrespect to its judg- 
ment, a8 to what was the true construction of the 
Constitution. By permitting this question, there- 
fore, to go to the court, the North come under no 
ohligations to let us alone hereafter, unless Con- 
gress #0 provide expressly. , 

We know, indeed, of a certainty, that the Fed- 
eral Court Would decide in favor of the power of 
Congress to abolish slavery in the Territories, sup- 
posing it existed there; and a decision that it did 
exist there, could not destroy this power in Con- 

vess. | believe the court has been in error, but 
i will be governed by its own decisions and not 
by my opinions, If the idea that slavery is recog- 
nized by the Constitution in the ‘Territories, be in- 
consistent with the idea, that Congress can abolish 
it there, then it is mockery to refer the question to 
the courts; for the history of Federal jurispru- 
dence shows, that the court would decide in favor 
of such power in Congress. 

Now as to non-intervention. The gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Sweerser] says that this has 
been the doctrine of the great Democratic party 
north. No such thing, sir. They have ever voted 
to prohibit slavery north of 36° 30’. Since this 
docrtine of non-intervention was professed by 
them, they have, on many occasions, relative to 
Oregon and other Territories, voted to prohibit 
siavery. Whenever the Missouri compromise 
was to be executed in their favor, north of 36° 30’, 
intervention has invariably been the doctrine: it 
was only when that compromise was to be carried 
out south of 36° 30’, that non-intervention became 
the doctrine. One doctrine for the North, and 
another for the South. 

Non-intervention was never dreamed of, until 
theexpedient of using Mexican laws against the 
South, was agreed upon. ‘The doctrine was then 
invented, in order to save these Mexican laws 
from being interfered with, and to permit them to 
intervene against southern emigrants. 

Mr. CARTTER inquired whether the doctrine 
of non-intervention did not originate in the South? 

_Mr. WOODWARD. The word non-interven- 
tion originated with the South, but that spurious 
and false construction which has been put upon 
it, had no such origin. What Mr. Calhoun meant 
was, that Congress should not interfere with the 
constitutional question of the existence of slavery 
in the territory of the Union; and not that Con- 
gress should be absolved from ita obligation, to 
legislate for the protection of every right, existing 
under the Constitution. As to myself, | repu- 
diated the word from the first, and attempted to 
expose the false doctrine which | foresaw would 
be built upon it. 

Messrs. FOWLER and SEDDON respectively 
appealed to Mr. Woopwarp to withdraw the 
amendment. . P 

Mr. WOODWARD declined to withdraw. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, called for the 
reading of the amendment to the amendment. 

It was read. 

And the question being upon its adoption— 

Tellers were asked and ordered, and Messrs. 

EATHERSTON and FowLer were appointed. 

The question was taken, and the tellers reported 
ayes 24, noes 88; no quorum voting. 
dn CHAIRMAN directed the Clerk to call the 


Mr. ASHE. I move to rise. 
Ph CHAIRMAN. The motion is not in or- 


: Well, let gentlemen make any 
ther motion. I am not particular. 

The roll was then called—after which, 

The CHAIRMAN rose and reported the facts 
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to the House, and the names of the absentees were 
ordered to be entered on the Journal. 
A quorum having again appeared— 
The CHAIRMAN resumed his seat in com- 
mittee. 
The question recurred on the amendment. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, moved that the 
committee rise. 
Tellers (Mesrrs. Jounson, of Arkansas, and 
Rossins) were appointed. 
And the question having been taken, the vote 
stood—ayes 45, noes 86. 
So the committee refused to rise, 
And the question recurred on the amendment of 
Mr. Inae. 
The amendment was again read. 
Tellers were appointed, (Messrs. Jones and 
Moraris,) 
And the question having been taken, the vote 
stood, ayes 21, noes 82. 
No quorum voting, the roll was then again called. 
The CHAIRMAN rose, and reported the fact, 
and a quorum having appeared, the Chairman re- 
sumed his seat in commiitee, 
Mr. VENABLE moved that the committee rise, 
and demanded tellers. 
Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Houmes and 
VENABLE were appointed. 
‘T'he question was taken, and the tellers reported 
ayes 26, noes 90. 
So the committee refused to rise. 


The question recurring upon the amendment of | 


Mr. Incge— a 
Tellers were again appointed, viz: Messrs J. A. 
Kine and Jounson, of Arkansas. 


The question was again taken, and the tellers 


reported—ayes 18, noes 96, no quorum. 


One or two additional members reported them- 


selves to the Chair, desiring to vote. 


Objections were made by Mr. Tompson, of | 
Mississippi, and Mr. Jonnson, of Arkansas, to 
receiving additional votes, and the point of order 
made, that in compliance with the rule, the roll 


must be called. 


The CHAIRMAN directed the Clerk to call the 


roll. 
The cali having been concluded, 


the absentees to be entered upon the Journal. 


A quosum having answered to their names— 
Tne CHAIRMAN resumed his seat. 


ayes 54, noes 93. 
So the committee refused to rise. 


ment. 
OGLE were appointed. 
ayes 15, noes 99. 

No quorum voting. 


‘The roll was then again called. 


to the House. 
A quorum was again present. 


‘The SPEAKER, 


entertained. 
The Chairman resumed his seat. 


motion to rise. 


and decided that the motion was out of order. 


none in committee. | appeal from the decision. 


therefore, was not in order. 





‘The committee rose and reported the names of 


The quesuon then recurred on the amendment. 
Mr. VENABLE moved that the commitee rise. 
The question was taken, and the vote stood— 
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Some conversation followed, in the course of 
which it was suggested that the roll had been 
called since the vote upon the last motion to rise. 

The CHAIRMAN reconsidered his decision, 
and, on the ground that the call of the roll techai- 
cally constituted action, enteriained the motion. 

Mr. JONES, remarkifig that he felt satisfied 
that the Chairman was now wrong, appealed. 

The question was taken, and decided in the af- 
firmative—ayes 9i, noes 30. 

So the decision was sustained, and the motion 
to rise was decided to be in order, 

The question was then taken, and decided in 
the affirmative, without a division, 

So the committee rose and reported. 

Mr. DUER moved a call of the House. 

Messrs. EVANS, of Maryland, THOMPSON, 
of Mississippi, and HOLMES simultaneously 
moved that the House adjourn. 

The question was taken, and 

The SPEAKER announced—ayes 70, noes 65. 

The yeas and nays were asked and ordered, 

The question was again taken, and decided in 
the negative—veas 80, nays 95. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. ROBINSON. As we have been talking a 
good deal about California—— 

The SPEAKER, (interposing.) The Chair 
will state to the gentieman from indiana, [\lr. 
Rosinson,} that there is a question pending which 
has precedence over other businces. 

Mr. ROBINSON, What question? 

The SPEAKER. The motion of the gentle- 
man from New York (Mr. Duar) that there be « 
call of the House. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. As I be- 
lieve that a call of the House can result inno good, 
| ask to be excused from voting. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will atate to the 
gentleman that, on motions fora call of the House, 
or to adjourn, motions to be excused from voting 
are wot in order. That is a class of votes to 
which the privilege of the rule does not extend. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. | appeal from the decision. 
And | ask the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER. When a motion for a call of 
the House is pending, there can be no appeal from 
the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I appeal from that decie- 


ion. 

The SPEAKER. On motions for a call of the 
House and to adjourn, there can be noappeal from 
the decision of the Uhair. The question is on the 
motion for a call of the House. 


Mr. WENTWORTH asked the yeas and nays; 





‘The question then again recurred on the amend- 
Tellers were ordered and Messrs. Mason and 


Aud the question being taken, the vote stood, 


The CHAIRMAN rose and reported the facts 


Mr. BAYLY and others addressed the Speaker. 
The Chair will state to the 
House, that ne cannot recegnize any member. 
‘The rule requires that rmmediately upon its being 
ascertayned that a quorum is present the Chair- 
man must resume his seat, and no motion can be 


Mr. DUER. With a view of moving a call of 
the House to get a quorum and proceed with the 
blic business, | move that the committee rise. 

Mr. JONES made the point of order, that the 
motion could not now be received, for the reason 
that the committee were in the act of dividing upon 
the amendment when they found themselves with- 
out a quorum; and for the further reason, that no 
activn had intervened since the vote upon the last 


The CHAIRMAN sustained the point of order, 


Mr. DUER. According to the Chairman’s de- 
cision we must sit here forever; we can make no 
motion when the Speaker is in the Chair, and 


The CHAIRMAN said that no action had 
been had since the last motion to rise; the motion, 


which were ordered. 

Mr. STANLY. 
journ. 
| TheSPEAKER. That motion is not in order. 
The House has just voted on a motion to adjourn, 
and rejected it. 

Mr. CLINGMAN submitted, that there had 
been intervening action since the motion to ad- 
journ was decided, the yeas and nays having been 
ordered. ; 

The SPEAKER entertained the motion té ad- 


I move that the House ad- 


ourn. 

? Mr?WHITE desired to be informed, whether 
it would be in order to move that the House take 
a recess for two hours? 

The SPEAKER. By unanimous consent. 

The yeas and nays were called for, and ordered 
on the motion to adjourn, 

Mr. STANLY then withdrew that motion; 
and, remarking that he should adjourn himeeif, 
took his hat and umbrella, tacked ship, and stood 
out of the Hall. 

Mr, CLINGMAN renewed the motion that the 
House adjourn. 

The yeas and nays were asked and ordered, and 
being taken, were—yeas 76, nays 88. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

The question recurring upon the motion for a 
call of the House, on which the yeas and nays 
had been ordered, 

Mr. HOLMES moved to lay that motion on 
the table. 

The motion was not received, not being in 
order. 

The SPEAKER again announced the question. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. The rule of the House re- 
quires that no member shall be absent without 
leave; and being absent, he is liable to be repri« 
manded. Having paired off with the gentleman 
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from Massachusetts, (Mr. Grinwect,] I ask to 
be éxcused from voting. 


The SPEAKER decided the motion to be out of | 


order, 
The question was taken, and the vote stood— 
yeas 78, nays 78—a tie. 
So the House did not order a call. 
.Mr. HOLMES moved that the House adjourn. 
Mr. GIDDINGS asked the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered, and, being caliee were—yeas 
7i, nays 78. 
So the House refused to adjourn. 
Mr. HARALSON asked the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to withdraw from the files of the 


Clerk’s office the petition of the citizens of Atlanta, | 
in the State of Georgia, for the establishment of an || 
arsenal of construction at that place, and to refer | 


it to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. HARALSON moved a suspension of the 
rules. 

ihe motion was agreed to. 

The motion to withdraw, &c., was then made 
and agreed to. 


Mr. HILLIARD moved that the House adjourn, | 
Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, asked the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered, and, being || 


taken, were—yeas 55, nays 68 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. ROBINSON asked leave to introduce a bill 
for the admission of California as a State into the 
Union, as the House hed not had a naked propo- 
sition before them for that purpose. If objection 
were made to its introduction, he would ask for a 
suspension of the rules. The following is the bili: 


A Bill to admit California as a State info the Union. 


, te ‘ | 
Whereas the peuple of California have presented a con- 


stitution and asked admission into the Union, which con- 


stitution was submitted to Congress by the President of the || 


United States by message, dated February thirteenth, 


eighteen buudred and fifty, and which, on due examination, || > 
2 ; ’ || sented under the rule, and referred to the appro- | 


is found to be republican in its form of government— 

Be it enacted by the Senute and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the State of California shall be one, and is hereby declared 
to be one, of the United States of America, and admitted 
into the Un on on an equal footing with the original States 
in all reepeets whatever. 

Sac. 2. and be it further enacted, That until the Repre- 
sentatives in Congress shall be apportioned according to an 
actual “numeration of the inhabitants of the United States, 


the State of California shall be entitled to two Representa- 


lives in Congress. 
Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the said State of 
California is admitted into the Unien upon the express con- 


diiien that the people of said State, through their Legista~ | 


ture or otherwise, shall never interfere with the primary 
disposal o the public lands within its limits, and shall pass 


no law and do no act whereby the title of the United States | 


THE, CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| The CHAIR said that the motion was notin or- 
|| der, the question being fora call of the House, 
The question was then taken on the motion that 
'| there be a call of the House, and decided in the 
|| affirmative—yeas 96, nays 21. 

The call of the roll was proceeded in, when 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, moved that 
the House adjourn. 

Mr. DUNHAM submitted whether such mo- 


tion was in order when the roll was being called. 


i 


The SPEAKER was understood to say that the 


|| rules admitted of a motion to suspend the call, and 
in order. 
in order. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, withdrew 


the motion to adjourn, when 


He therefore ruled that the motion was 


Mr. CLINGMAN moved that all further pro-.| 


it 
| ceedings in the call be suspended, and on that mo- 
|| tion demanded the yeas and nays. 
|| ordered. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, moved that 


the House adjourn, and on that motion demanded | 
They were ordered, and be- | 


|| the yeas and nays. 
ing taken, resulted—yeas 4], nays 86. 
So the House refused to adjourn. 
The question then recurred on the motion to 
| suspend all further proceeding in the call, on which 
the yeas and nays had been ordered. 
| and decided in the negative—yeas 34, nays 93. 


ceedings in the call 


|| adjourn?which question was taken by tellers, and 
|| decided in the affirmative—ayes 64, noes 62. 


+} 


journed. 





PETITIONS, Xe. 
The following petition and memorials were pre- 


|| priate committees. 


| By Mr. PARKER: The petition of 15 citizens of Vir- 


|| ginia that the national armories may be placed under the 
1] charge of civil superintendents. 

| By Mr. BOOTH: The memorial of the President and 
|| Faculty of the Wesleyan University, in the city of Middle- 
|| town, and State of Connecticut, praying for the reduction 


I of letter postage to two cents on prepaid Jetters of half an | 


| ounce, The memorial gives various reasons to show that 
| such reduction ought to be made. 

Also, the memorial of thirty-eight gentlemen, students in 
| the Wesleyan Univer-ity, in the city of Middletown, pray- 


| saine reasons. 


IN SENATE, 


to, and right to dispose of, the same shall he impaired or {| 


qghestioned; aad that they shall never lay any tax or assess- 
ment of any deseription whatsoever upon the public domain 


of the United States, and in no case shall non-resident pro- | 


prietora, who are citizens of the United States, be taxed 
higher than residents; and that all the navigable waters 
wittia the said State shall be common highways, and for- 
ever free, as well to the inhabitants of said State as to the 
citizens of the United States, without any tax, impost, or 
duty therefor: Provided, ‘That nothing herein contained 


shall be construed as recognizing or rej cting the proposi- |) 
Uors tendered by the people of California as articles of com. | 


pact in the ordinance adopted by the convention which 
formed the constitution of that State. 
Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That all laws of the 


United States, which are not locally inapplicable, shall have | 


the same force and effect w. thin the said State of California 
as elaewbere within the United States. : 


Mr. VENABLE objected. 

Mr. ROBINSON moved a suspension of the 
rules, and asked for the yeasand nays. They were 
ordered. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, said this was an im- 
eres question, and therefore moved that there 

se a call of the House. 

Mr. HUNTER inquired of the Chair whether 
it would be in order to submit a motion to suspend 
the ruies to enable the House to resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


The SPEAKER said, it would not, as there was | 


already a motion to sus 

Mr. WENTWORT 
be ordered by general acquieacence, that the absent- 
tees might be brought up. 

The yeas and nays were asked and ordered on 
the motion that there bea call. 

Mr. ORR moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, asked for 
the yeas and nays. They were ordered and 
taken, and reaulted—yeas 38, nays 77. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. CLINGMAN rose to make a privileged 
motion, to reconsider a vote taken to-day. 


nd the rules pending. 


Mownpay, July 29, 1850. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
|| Senate a letter addressed to him by the Secretary 
|| of the Smithsonian Institution, transmitting the 
annual report of the Board of Regents, with a re- 
quest that the same might be presented to the 
| Senate of the United States. 
On motion by Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, 
Ordered, That it be referred to the Cummittee on Print- 
ing. with instructions to inquire into the expediency of 
\] printing five thousand additional copies without the appen- 
}) Gix. 
1 MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented the memorial of a 
| committee of mechanics of New York, remon- 
|| strating against the passage of the bill granting 
| land to certain officers and soldiers who have been 
|| engaged in the military service of the United 
|| States, and setting forth’that if the wars in which 


'| mations embark could be made to cost tenfold 


}| what each of them now does, it would be a bless- | 


|| ing to the human family, inasmuch as we should 
|| have less of these disgraceful exhibitions of the 
! depravity of those who control the destiny of 

States; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 


| Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, presented two 


|| State of Wisconsin, asking a grant of land for the 
|| improvement of the navigation of said river. The 
|} memorialists state that Black river is, for the dis- 
‘| tance of 150 miles from its mouth, a rich and 
|| fertile valley of land, possessing in a high degree 
|| every requisite for becoming a rich and flourishing 
|| agricultural and commercial district, and that alon 
| ity banks and tributary streams are the finest 0 
| pines to be found in the Northwest; that at the 
present season there have been cut 6,000,000 feet 
of lumber, with 3,000,000 of shingles, besides a 


also provided that a motion to adjourn was always || 


They were | 


It was put || 
|| So the House refused to suspend all further pro- | 


Mr, VENABLE moved that the House now || 


|| So the House, at half past six o’clock, ad-| 


| ing for the same reduction in postage, and setting forth the | 


July 29, 


large amount of various other timbers. [n co 
sequence of the obstructions in and above the 
mouth where it enters the Mississippi bottom, th 
entire business of the river is seriously affected, 
The memorialists state that two townships of 
per would eet is remove all impediments 
e memorials were refe to the C j ; 
| Public Lands, oe 


RESOLUTIONS. 


_ Mr. HAMLIN submitted the following resojy. 
tion; 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy he r 
furnish to the Senate as early as practicable, 6 toned 3 
| such reports and communications from Commodore Sonos 

on file in his office, as relate to the topography of the her 
of San Francisco, and especially to the position and sheen 
tages of Benicia asa port of entry and naval and tnilitary 
| depdt. 

Mr. HH. asked the immediate consideration of 
| the resolution; and no objection being made, 

The resolution was considered and adopted, 
Mr. CLEMENS submitted the following rego. 
| lution for consideration: 

Resolved, Tnat the Committee on, Military Affairs be in. 
structed to inquire into the expediency of conferring by law 
the brevet rank ef Lieutenant General on Major Gener 
| Winfield Scott, with such additional pay and Miowanees a 
| may be deemed proper, in consideration of the distinguished 


| services rendered to the Republic by. that officer during the 
late war with Mexico. 








CIVIL AUTHORITY OF MILITARY OFFICERs, 


The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
the resolution offered by Mr. Cass on the 27th of 
June: 
| esolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be ip. 
|| structed to inquire into the expediency of prohibiting by 
law any officer of the army from assuming or exercising, 
| within the limits of the United States, any civil power or 
authority not conferred by an act of Congress, and of provi- 
ding an adequate punishment for such offences, 
On motion, 
Ordered, That it lie on the table. 


HEIRS OF KOSCIUSKO. 


The following resolutions, submitted by Mr, 
| Wacker on the 18th June, came up for considera. 
tion: 

; 

|| Resolved, That no penal law of a foreign country for 
|| alleged political offences can or ought to be enforced, di- 
rectly or indirectly, within the United States; and that itis 
the duty of the Exeeutive of this Government to prowet 
|| citizens of the United States against any attempt of foreign 
| Powers, or their diplomatic representatives, to interfere with 





| the private pursuits, rights, or privileges of such citizens, 
|| for the purpose of visiting upon them the effects of such tor- 


eign penal laws. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be directed to com- 
| municate the foregoing resolution to the diplomatic agents 
of all foreign Powers having such agents accredited to this 
| Government; and that he be alse directed to inform his 
Majesty, the Emperor of Russia, that this Government dis- 
| approves of the attempt of the honorable Alexander de Bo- 
disco, minister from Russia, accredited to this Government, 





|| to supersede the authority of Gaspard ‘Tochman, esq., attor- 
|| ney and counsellor-at-law, under the employment of the 
|| heirs of General Thaddeus Kosciusko. 


On motion, 
Ordered, That they lie on the table. 
DAVID N. SMITH. 

On motion oy Mr. HALE, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
bill No. 236—being the bill for the relief of David 
| N. Smith. 

The bill having been explained and advocated 
|| by Mr. HALE, and the report in the case having 
| been read, and no amendment having been pro- 
posed, it was reported to the Senate, and ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 

J. B. AND P. GREGOIRE. 

|| The bill to confirm the sale of school lands 
|| made to J. B, regis and P. Gregoire, in Loui- 
siana, was reada third time, and passed. 

. REPAIR OF THE PRESIDENTIAL MANSION: 
| On motion by Mr. CLARKE, the Senate “4 
| ceeded to consider the Senate joint resolution Ne. 
21—being a joint resolution authorizing the ex- 
penditure of an unexpended balance of an appro- 





suggested that the call | memorials from residents on Black river, in the || priation. 


/ The resolution, having had its third reading, 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

| Mr. CLARKE. I will state, Mr. President, t0 

| the Senate, very briefly, the situation of the Pres 

| ident’s House, and the adjoining places. This 

| subject was brought to the consideration of the 

| Committee on Public Buildings, and it was fou 

') tha. there was an unexpended ce remelnnl 
|| of the fund-voted for painting the Capitol, and it 
| by the committee to transfer that 
: unexpend balance to the repairing of the Presi- 
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